Abedini  release  a  'top  priority 


of  ‘moral  cowardice’  in 
dumping  abortion  ban 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  He-  HUHBMMMB 


‘moral  cowardice’  when  they 
canceled  a  scheduled  vote  on  a 
bill  to  ban  late-term  abortions, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  lead  ethicist  said. 

Oh  the  eve  of  the  annual 
March  for  Life,  held  each  year 
in  the  nation’s  capital  to  protest 
legalized  abortion,  House  GOP 
leaders  abandoned  their  plan  to 
vote  on  the  Pain-capable  Unborn 
Child  Protection  Art.  H.R  36. 

"I  am  disgusted  by  this  art  of 
moral  cowardice,’  said  Russell 
Moore,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Ethics  ft  Heinous  Liberty 
Commission  (ERLC)  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  ”!f  the  House  Republicans 
cannot  pass  something  as  basic 
as  restrirting  the  abortion  of  five- 
month,  pain-capable  unborn  dtil- 


‘tf  the  House 
Republicans  cannot 
pass  something  as 
basic  as  restricting 
the  abortion  of  five- 
month.  pain-capable 
unborn  children,  what 
can  they  get  done?" 


ADVOCATING  FOB  SAEED  -  Spectators  rally  on  Jan.  21  outside  Boise  State  Univer¬ 
sity  In  Idaho  for  the  release  of  American  pastor  Saeed  Abedini,  who  is  being  held  under 
harsh  conditions  in  an  Iranian  prison.  U.S.  President  Barack  Obama  met  with  Saeed 's  wife 
Neghmeh  during  a  stop  in  Boisa  to  make  a  speech  end  tour  the  university's  innovative  New 


pastor’s  family,  1  will  try’ 

BOISE,  Idaho  (BP)  —  Seek-  ute  meeting  with  her  and  her 
ing  the  release  of  American  children  Jan.  at  at  Boise  State 
pastor  Saeed  Abedini  from  University  in  Idaho, 
an  Iranian  prison  remains  a  Obama  pledged  to  seek 
’top  priority,’  U.S.  President  Saeed  Abedini's  release  with 
Barack  Obama  told  Abedini's  renewed  energy, 
wife  during  a  private  10-min-  “He  was  holding  ray  hand 


to  march  for  life,’  be  said  in  an 
ERLC  news  release  late  Jan.  21. 


seeking  to  pass  the  pain-capa¬ 
ble  ban,  but  the  White  House 
already  has  signaled  its  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  measure.  Obama 
administration  officials  indi¬ 
cated  in  a  Jan.  21  policy  state¬ 
ment  they  would  recommend 
the  president  veto  the  legisla¬ 
tion  if  passed  by  both  houses 
of  Congress. 


seem  to  think  that  pro-lifers  will 
be  satisfied  with  Ronald  Reagan 
rhetoric  and  Nancy  Pelosi  re¬ 
sults.  They  are  quite  wrong.’ 

Moore  continued  his  criti¬ 
cism  of  House  Republicans  Jan. 
22  during  an  event  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  shortly  before  the 
March  for  Life.  Describing  the 
proposal  as  a  ‘reasonable,  mod¬ 
erate  bffl,’  be  told  the  pro-life 
audience.  This  isn't  a  radical 
move,  and  the  House  Republi¬ 
cans  became  scared  and  showed 
a  complete  lack  of  moral  convic¬ 
tion  aw)  competence* 

Whife  a  pro-life  renaissance 
is  occurring  at  the  grass-roots 
levd,  *(W]e  still  have  politicians 
that  are  trembling  and  shaking 
over  ghosts  from  the  past  in¬ 
stead  of  dealing  with  reality  as 
it  is,’  Moore  said. 

According  to  a  November 
2014  survey  by  Quinmpiac  Uni¬ 
versity,  60*  of  Americans  (59* 
of  women  and  57%  of  adults  ages 
18-29)  frvor  the  legislation 

Otter  pro-life  leaders  joined 
Moore  in  depressing  their  dis¬ 
content  with  the  House’s  failure 
to  vote  on  the  bill  The  National 
Right  to  Life  Committee  (NRLC) 
was  ’profoundly  disappointed’ 


Jim  Futrai  (standing  at 
lactam),  executive  direc- 


boerd  employees  dur- 
ing  the  annual  Legists 


month  by  the  Christian 
Action  Commiseion  in 
the  chapel  of  the  Baptist 
Building  in  downtown 
Jackson.  In  addition 


Futrai,  attendees  joined 
in  prayer  for  guidance 
during  the  2015  seeaion 
which  began  the  first 
week  in  January.  (Photo 
by  William  H.  Parkins  Jr.) 


in  major- 


and  still  counting 


Guest  opinion 

with  Gary  Ledbetter 


IIDIUUUJ  WKUIICUioi  _ .  .  __ 

Roe  v.  Wade  for  evangelicals,  particularly  are  too  controversial.  Those  with  a  profit 

Southern  Baptists,  to  realize  what  we’d  al-  motive  wiB  never  help  them  because  they  are 

lowed  to  happen.  the  purest  benevolence.  This  must  continue 

Since  those  days,  millionaire  abortionists  to  be  one  of  those  thinp  we'd  never  do  for 
have  risen  and  declined  Even  many  of  the  money  but  wilt  do  for  love, 
unsaved  now  see  abortion  at  any  stage  and  Frustrating  as  it  can  be,  we  must  con- 

jnr  ^  reason  as  monstrous.  It  is  a  right  that  tinue  to  advocate  for  laws  that  protect  life, 
t  wny  defend  but  in  which  only  the  shame-  There  will  always  be  challenges  to  existing 
less  glory.  Yes,  there  are  shameless  people,  regulations  by  many  - with  venal  motives 

and  many  of  them  are  politicians,  but  abor-  and  some  with  a  nr 'begotten  but  sincere 

bon  dinics  are  closing.  desire  to  help  women. 

In  my  adult  life,  the  “women's  health  is-  Technology  will  move  so  that  ending 
soe"h*  been  put  to  shame  by  quiet,  praying  laws  don't  address  the  flings  we  can  some- 
volunteers  at  pregnancy  resource  centers  day  do.  For  example,  th*  amazing  progress 
around  the  oountry.  Without  public  money  of  medical  arts  to  Keep  ever-younger  babies 
and  a  decant  return  on  investment,  abortion  aBve  outside  the  womb  has  impacted  the 
clinics  close.  Without  public  money  and  any  pro-life  movement  in  the  past  20  years.  The 

return  on  financial  investments,  pregnancy  movement  for  embiyo-destructive  stem  cell 

resource  clinics  expand  and  multiply.  research  is  another  thingthat  we  wtwldnt 

The  legal  landscape  has  to  some  degree  havepredicted  when  tb^  Roe  ti.  Wade  deci- 

reflected  growing  public  distaste  for  the  sion  was  handed  down, 

extremm  of  the  abortion  lobby.  The  activ-  Additionally,  the  strange  “we  favor  the 

fats  and  profiteers  know  that  any  limita-  right  to  abort,  but  we  also  love  babies’  men¬ 
tion,  even  on  the  killing  of  fuDy  formed  and  tafity  of  American  society  wiB  always  leave 


loticed  that  advantage  during  the  playoffs? 
midst  of  Will  the  leaders  of  the  guilty 

reek  2015.  team  continue  to  be  able  to  laugh 
spaper  sub-  it  off  and  deflect  responsibility? 

1  set,  radio  Will  they  be  allowed  to  hold  high 
connection  the  championship  trophy,  if  they 

mice,  right?  win?  What  will  be  the  message 
bout  the  to  the  millions  of  young  people 
has  become  watching  the  game,  who  will  take 
ential  part  a  moral  cue  from  how  this  scan- 
about  the  dal  is  handled? 

trokes  that  It’s  not  just  the  Super  Bowl, 

■vent  into  a  and  if*  not  just  sports  in  general 

American  We  point  with  pride  and  flock  to 
za  and  source  art  exhibitions  that  showcase  a 
a  nation.  crucifix  submerged  in  urine  and 
way  since  the  Virgin  Mary  covered  in  el- 
AFL-NFL  ephant  manure.  We  sit  hour  after 
lip  Game,”  mesmerizing  hour  in  front  of  our 

er  Bowls  televisions  and  movie  screens, 

»’t  sell  out  absorbing  coarse  behavior,  scato- 
liseum  at  $12  logical  humor,  and  double  enten- 
lege  band  or  ,  dres  about  body  parts  and  sexual 
airtime.  Now  habits,  all  in  high  definition  and 

,  deadbeat  of  the  world  has  no  respect  for 

and  abusers  the  United  States?  How  could 
used  for  their  tbev?  We  have  become  a  country 
of  flabby,  aimless  pagans  who 
f- absorbed  are  committed  to  nothing  more 

dquitous  than  seeking  amusement  for  a 
;ls  prpvid-  brief  while  through  the  lowest 

possible  forms  of  entertainment. 
The  Romans  are  remembered 


bizarre  contradictions  in  the  law.  When  a 
person  kills  a  pregnant  woman,  bow  many 

‘people’  has  he  caused  to  die?  Roe  v.  Wade 
will  not  allow  us  to  treat  the  unborn  child 

motSer/but  it  seems  to^lwwus  to  protect 
him  from  neatly  every  other  person.  We  who 
believe  in  God,  the  giver  of  life,  must  be  on 

_  hand  to  help  tip  the  scales  toward  the  value 

mien  stiff  have  what'  of  every  human  life  as  lawmakers  try  to  un- 

_ *piobtom  pregnancies"  snarl  knotted  legal  jwoblema  weV  created. 

and  lack  adequate  family  or  community  sup-  Always,  we  have  a  prophetic  role  to 

port  That  won’t  end  Hie  drift  of  faHen  hu-  a  nation  too  often  mindless  of  revealed 

manitywiD  always  be  away  from  righteous  truth.  For  the  sake  of  the  unborn  innocent 

sexual  behavior  and  personal  responsibility  and  for  the  sake  of  a  guilty  nation  rack 
Our  families  and  our  churches  wil]  still  ing  up  ever  more  guilt  by  what  we  allow  , 

need  to  support  pregnancy  centers,  then.  approve,  and  even  bless,  we  must  be  light 
There  outposts  provide  food,  diapers,  bearers  in  our  communities. 


young  to  legally 
mythology they 
and  many  state 


ing  24-hour  coverage  of  the  big 
show-  the  inscrutable,  multi-mil- 
lion -dollar  commercials  during 

the  game;  the  nouveau  riche  in  _ _ _ .  , _ 

their  fancy  stadium  sky  boxes;  their  existence.  Like  Americans 
and  the  shirtlesa,  raving  fanat-  of  today,  the  Romans  allowed 
ics  with  painted  chests  m  the  themselves  to  become  the  dis- 
“ cheap"  seats  (ticket  face  value:  interested  and  unsophisticated 
$800-$  1900).  inhabitants  Of  the  most  edu- 

The  Super  Bowl  hysteria  each  rated  and  powerful  nation  in  the 
year  is  a  near-perfect  reflection  of  world.  They  comported  them- 
modem  American  culture,  isn’t  selves  in  this  manner  until  there 
it?  Shouldn't  it  make  us  all  walk  was  nothing  left  and  the  Barbar- 
a  little  taller  knowing  that  well  fans,  finding  no  one  interested  in 
over  a  billion  people  worldwide  challenging  them,  simply  walked 
will  be  tuned  in  to  this  perverse  across  unguarded  borders  and 
snapshot  of  our  country?  Doesn't  into  the  Roman  heartland, 
it  make  one  burst  with  pride  to  It  doesn’t  have  to  be  that  way 
know  all  those  people  will  be  Change  can  start  with  the  power 
watching  the  near-constant  glo-  of  one  person,  humbling  hftn- 
rification  of  alcohol  consumption  self/herself  in  repentance  and 
along  with  wardrobe  malfunc-  praying  to  the  one  true  God  for 
turns,  phallic-shaped  musical  delivery.  One  person  standing 
instruments,  and  assorted  other  up  for  what  is  right  and  resist- 
general  vulgarities?  ing  the  depravity  of  the  world. 

This  year,  we  have  the  added  One  person,  striving  every  day 
controversy  of  outright  cheating,  of  life,  every  secono  of  life,  to 
(Yes,  it  is  a  bis  deal.)  How  will  honor  Jesus  Christ.  Hut's  the 
the  NFL  handle  the  case  of  the  power  of  one. 
deflated  footballs,  apparently  de-  Lord,  please  send  revival,  and 
signed  to  give  one  team  an  unfair  let  it  be  soon. 
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Book  scandal  brings  warnings  on  visions  of  heaven 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  reports)  -  The  decision 
by  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  to  stop  selling  a  dis¬ 
credited  book  about  a  six-year-old’s  supposed  vision 
of  heaven  is  being  cited  as  a  reminder  that  followers 
of  Jesus  should  rely  on  the  Bible  for  their  knowledge 
of  the  afterlife. 

“Anytime  you  step  away  from  the  clear,  revela¬ 
tory,  propositional  statements  of  Scripture  into  vour 
own  experience,  then  you  open  yourself  to  eveiy  kind 
of  weird  existential  idea  out  there,”  Chris  Osborne, 
a  Texas  pastor  who  believes  books  like  Malarkey's 
are  unbiDlical,  told  Baptist  Press.  “We  want  people 
bound  to  truth,  not  to  what  they  feel  or  what  they 
think  they  saw  or  what  they  experience.’ 

1  did  not  die.' 

LifeWay  decided  Jan.  15  that  it  would  stop  sell¬ 
ing  The  Boy  Who  Came  Back  from  Heaven,  by  the 
father-son  team  of  Kevin  and  Alex  Malarkey.  Alex, 
now  16,  said  in  a  statement  that  he  fabricated  the 
supposed  vision  of  heaven  on  which  the  bestselling 
book  is  based. 

“1  did  not  die.  1  did  not  go  to  Heaven,"  Alex  wrote 
in  an  open  letter  to  LifeWay  and  other  book 
retailers. 

‘I  said  1  went  to 
heaven  because  I 
thought  it  would  get 
me  attention.  When 
I  made  the  claims 
that  I  did,  I  had 
never  read  the  Bible. 

People  have  profited 
from  lies,  and  con¬ 
tinue  to.  They  should 
read  the  Bible,  which 
is  enough.  The  Bible 
is  the  only  source  of 
truth.  Anything  writ¬ 
ten  by  man  cannot  be 
infallible,”  Alex 
wrote. 

LifeWay 
spokesman  Mar¬ 
ty  King  said  in 
a  statement  re¬ 
leased  to  Baptist 
Press,  “LifeWay 
was  informed 
last  week  that 
Alex  Malarkey 
retracted  his 
testimony  about 
visiting  heaven 
as  tola  in  the  book  The 
Boy  *  Who  Came  Back 
from  Heaven.’  Therefore, 
we  returned  to  the  pub¬ 
lisher  the  few  copies  we  had  in  our  stores.  LifeWay  is 
committed  to  becoming  even  more  proactive  the  next 
few  months  in  evaluating  the  resources  we  carry. 

The  web  site  for  the  book  has  apparently  been 
taken  down.  The  book  is  still  available  at  Amazon 
and  other  secular  retailers. 


Beth  has  also  said  she  and  Alex  have 
not  received  any  proceeds  from  the 
book’s  sale,  Christianity  Today  reported. 

Tyndale  announced  in  a  Jan.  14  state¬ 
ment  that  it  would  “immediately  put 
the  book  and  all  ancillary  products  into 
out-of-print  status'  and  allow  retailers 
to  return  their  remaining  inventory. 

SBC  action 

Last  June,  messengers,  to  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  adopted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  that  touted  “the  sufficiency  of 
Scripture  regarding  the  afterlife"  and 
warned  Christians  not  to  allow  “the 
numerous  books  and  mov¬ 
ies  purporting  to  explain 
or  describe  the  afterlife  ex¬ 
perience"  to  “become  their 
source  and  basis  for  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  afterlife." 

Though  the  resolution  did 
not  list  spe- 
'  cific  book  or 
movie  titles,  it 
seemed  to  de¬ 
scribe  works 
like  The  Boy 
’Who  Came 
from  Heaven 


PIPER 


Back 
90 

Minutes  in  Heaven  by  Don  Piper  (an 
ordained  Southern  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter);  and  Heaven  Is  for  Real  by  Todd 
Burpo,  about  his  son  Carlton’s  expe¬ 
rience  which  was  made  into  a  com¬ 
panion  hit  movie  released  last  year 
by  Sony  Pictures. 

The  resolution  affirmed  “the  suf¬ 
ficiency  of  biblical  revelation  over 
subjective  experiential  explana¬ 
tions  to  guide  one’s  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  truth  about  heaven 
and  hell.” 

Information  incomplete 

ct  Osborne,  who  was  a  member  of 
|  the  SBC  Resolutions  Committee 
P  that  proposed  the  resolution  to 
Ex  the  convention,  be- 
P?  lieves  the  Apostle 
.  Paul’s  statement 
‘•f:  in  2  Corinthians 
iB  12:4  that  he  heard 
things  during  a 
vision  of  “paradise" 
which  “a  man  is  not  allowed  to  speak’ 
precludes  anyone  from  describing  a 
vision  of  heaven  not  in  the  Bible 
Although  Scripture  says  much 
about  where  believers  will  live  fol¬ 
lowing  Christ's  second  coming,  it 
contains  far  less  information  about 


d  Other  secular  retailers.  coma  ins  iar  teas  waraww 

In  2004,  Alex  spent  two  months  in  a  coma  and  what  occurs  between  the  time  a  tol- 

'  "  *  •  *  '  " — 1 - lower  of  Jesus  dies  and  the  Lords 

second  coming,  said  Osborne,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Central  Church  in  College 


was  paralyzed  from  the  neck  down  following  a  car 
accident.  When  he  awoke,  he«ported  experiencing 
a  vision  of  heaven  that  includeffheing  guided  by  an¬ 
gels  and  meeting  Jesus. 

Alex’s  father  said  he  “felt  no  urge  to  share  his 
son’s  story  for  five  years,  but  he  retained  an  agent 
and  secured  a  book  deal  with  Tyndale  House  Pub¬ 
lishers  in  2009,  British  newspaper  The  Guardian 
reported.  Though  Alex  is  listed  as  a  coauthor,  Kevin 
is  the  sole  owner  of  the  copyright,  according  to  in- 
formation  posted  in  the  United  States  Copyright  Of- 
fice’s  public  catalog. 

Kevin  also  owns  the  copyright  for  the  film  version 
of  The  Boy  Who  Came  Back  from  Heaven,  and  for  a 
Spanish  version  of  the  book. 

Alex’s  mother  Beth  Malarkey,  who  Christianity 
Today  reported  is  separated  from  Kevin,  has  been 
writing  on  her  blog  since  at  least  2011  that  the  book 
contains  inaccuracies,  according  to  the  Guardian. 


Station,  Texas. 

Still,  God  has  given 
humans  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  they  need  about 
what  happens  after  death, 
he  added. 

Theologians  refer  to 
the  condition  of  believers 
between  their  deaths  and 
Christ's  return  as  the  “in¬ 
termediate  state.* 

“There  are  several  *»• 
things  I  know  about  the 
intermediate  state,’  Osborne 
said,  citing  John  14:2-4  "Num¬ 
ber  one,  Jesus  comes  and  gets 


me  and  takes  me 
there...  There’s 
obviously  a  place 
that  He’s  built  for 
me  there  and  (1 
will  go  there]  im¬ 
mediately  upon 
my  death." 

Osborne  specu¬ 
lated  that  the  lack 
of  information  in 
Scripture  about  the 
intermediate  state 
may  be  one  factor 
driving  well-mean¬ 
ing  believers  to 
study  books  about 
near-death  experi¬ 
ences  for  clues. 

The  lack  of  expla¬ 
nation  in  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  causes  people  to 
create  things  that  are 
not  true,”  Osborne 
said. 

Lay  hold  of  truth 

Matthew  Arbo,  an¬ 
other  member  of  the 
Resolutions  Committee 
that  proposed  the  state¬ 
ment  on  books  about 
heaven,  told  BP  that  Christians  should  not  worry 
about  what  will  happen  to  them  during  the  intermedi¬ 
ate  state  even  though  it  is  “kind  of  a  mystery." 

“We  have  the  word  from  Jesus  on  the  cross,  This 
day  yeu  will  be  with  me  in  paradise,’"  said  Arbo,  as¬ 
sistant  professor  of  biblical  and  theological  studies 
at  Oklahoma  Baptist  University.  “We  should  just  lay 
hold  of  that  truth  and  trust  that  as  God  worked  all 
things  together  for  our  good  in  our  salvation  and 
in  our  caning,  >0  1I10  He  wilt  do  the  same  thing 
in  our  death. 

Jesus’  promise  that  the  thief  on  the  cross  would 
be  in  paradise  the  day  of  his  death  (Luke  23:43)  and 
Paul’s  statement  <liat  “to  be  out  of  the  body"  is  to  be 
“at  home  with  the  Lord'  (2  Corinthians  5:8)  dem¬ 
onstrate  that  Christians'  souls  will  go  to  heaven  im¬ 
mediately  when  they  die,  Arbo  said. 

Believers’  bodies  will  remain  in  the  grave  until 
they  are  raised,  perfected,  and  reunited  with 
their  souls  at  Christ's 
Second  Coming, 
he  noted. 

The  lack  of  de¬ 
tail  in  Scripture 
regarding  the  in¬ 
termediate  state 
should  not  drive 
believers  to  depend 
on  fanciful  portray¬ 
als  in  either  secular 
or  Christian  media 
for  information, 
Arbo  said.  Books  like 
Malarkey's  are  "kind 
of  an  interesting 
juxtaposition  to  pop 
culture  portrayals 
of  death  —  '  empire 
series,  An  American 
Horror  Story  —  that 
are  kind  of  morbid 
and  nihilistic.  They're 
really  bleak,  and  then 
you  get  these  hits  that 
aren't  quite  so  reduc¬ 
tive  ana  so  defeating 
“It’s  kind  of  under¬ 
standable  why  some¬ 
body  might  fix  onto 
that.  There’s  so  very  lit¬ 
tle  that's  hopeful  in  pop 
culture  today." 
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T  waf  t*own  the  highway  one  dav 

I  and  had  the  radio  on.  I  really  wasn't 
A  listening  to  it.  It  was  just  kind  of  low 
background  noise.  I  was  not  talking  to 
anyone  on  the  phone.  I  was  not  texting 
while  *ivm.  1  was  not  engaged  in  any¬ 
thing  but  looking  out  of  the  wndshield 
to  see  where  I  was  going.  Suddenly,  the 
conversation  on  the  radio  caught  my  atten¬ 
tion  because  of  the  subject  that  had  come 
forward.  1  did  not  know  who  the  person 
was.  She  was  a  female  singer  from  Canada 
who  had  released  a  new  album  and  that 
was  the  purpose  of  the  interview. 

She  had  written  many  of  the  songs  on 

the  album,  and  she  was  talking  about  the 
nature  of  the  music  and  the  subject  mat¬ 
ter.  The  featured  song  of  the  group  was 

the  one  that  had  gotten  the  most  traction 
and  play.  The  interviewer  was  asking 
about  that  song.  It  was  at  that  point  that 
the  interview  became  more  interesting  to 

me  because  she  said  that  in  the  song  she 
had  used  the ‘G- word.  The  “G"  word,  I 
thought  It  is  strange  how  many  words  we 
cannot  use  and  do  not  use  because  of  po¬ 
litical  correctness  or  the  feet  that  they  may 
Jjf  ■  nature- 1  understand 

that  but  I  did  not  know  what  the  “G"  woid 
was,  but  the  more  she  talked  I  realized 

Many  of  th  e  people  who  helped  with 
her  album  encouraged  her  not  to  use 
the  “G  word.  She  feh  that  it  needed  to 
be  used,  and  began  to  explain  who  she 

thou^it  or  what  she  thought  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  “G"  word.  She  said  that  she 

55“" 

mat  sne  was  supposed  to  obey  or  do 

whatever  pleased  him.  She  was  talking 
creatiYe'  superior  intelligence 
that  exists  m  each  of  us.  She  talked  about 
her  concept  of  God.  She  said  each  one  of 
us  has  a  representation  and  centeredness 

of  that  being  and  she  rejected  tbe  biblical 


-  ■ 
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The  “G”  Word 


tdn  loving  God  that  created 

My  mind  moved  toward  tbe  thoughts 
of  Romans  l  when  P^ul  said,  "Professing 
themselves  to  be  wse,  they  be  ame  fools, 
and  changed  the  glory  of  the  u  corruptible 
God  mto  an  image  made  like  ti  corrupt¬ 
ible  man,  and  to  birds,  and  fotrfooted 
and  creeping  things’  (vs.  22-23). 
While  she  seemed  to  be  an  intelligent 
pewon  and  articulate,  it  was  obvious  that 

she  had  oeated  a  god  for  herself  and  cei- 
ebrsted  that  god  within  her  own  abilities, 

her  own  genius,  and  her  own  thoughts. 

My  immediate  Mings  were  sadness 
that  this  no  doubt  gifted  person  had  only 
<hscovwied  the  godof  her  own  making. 

She  had  tofeOv  missed  the  wonder  ofthe 

mighty  God  who  cares  for  her,  brought 
her  into  existence  and  desires  to  have  a 

relationship  with  her.  But  still,  in  a  kind 

of  armrant  aru)  L. _ ^  1  s 


do  with  Him.  While  I 


evCTi  ueuigerent  way  sne  had  gone  ahead 
andused  m  her  soothe  ’G”  word  in  spite 
of  what  people  might  think. 

It  is  a  sad  day  vriien  the  great  God  of  all 
creahonis  relegated  to  a  representation 
letter  because  our  world  wants  nothing  to 


-.  about  how 

f**'  ■»  ceieorate  uod  as  the  creativ¬ 

ity  withui  her,  I  also  thought  about  all  of 
ib.  People  have  always  wanted  to  make 

u«o  some  philosophical  look  thateven  in 
manlPTes  if  many  times  becomes 

a  wock  of  art  whether  carved  out  of  wood. 

m«ded  from  day,  or  even  shaped  into  a 
golden  image  with  their  own  hands.  They 

create  what  they  think  God  alike. 

-  Mo^  of*}*  hnie,rt  is  done  with  trap- 
SU?®  ^P^uf09?^.  high-mindedness  and 

with  a  streak  of  rebelhon  that  rejects  the 
God  who  is,  m  order  to  shape  the  god  thev 

wnt  It sa  L&er endbigEidofsearch 
,  The  Apostle  Paul  was  femij- 

walked  down  that  road  at  Mars  HQ]  in  Acts 
?^^^new  *bout  j"®* 


raiu  waineo  mto  tne  midst  of  the  phi¬ 
losophers  and  announced  that  he  wanted 
to  tell  them  about  the  God  that  they  did 
not  know  and  that  His  name  was  Jesus 
^1  erffte  people  ’.«gan  to  gather  around 
and  they  saxf  Let  s  hear  what  this  babble, 
to?a/  M*ybe  he  has  a  new  idea!" 
Indeed,  he  did,  for  no  longer  were  they 

going  to  be  able  to  think  that  there  was 

an  unknown  god,  a  ‘G’  word  kind  of  god. 
Paul  presented  a  Christ  who  loved  them 

and  could  save  them  from  their  sins.  But 

«**£  'ip*  even  cal’  His  name.  I  thouidit 
that  is  the  reality  and  story  of  us  alL  Frorr 
our  first  parents  in  the  Garden  of  Eden 
vmo  ran  and  hid,  to  a  whole  congregation 
of  God  s  people  coming  out  of  Egyptian 
bondage  who  decided  tW  wouH  shape 
a  golden  calf,  to  a  rich  young  ruler  who 

would  get  up  and  walk  away  from  Jesus 
berausehe  wanted  to  hold  on  to  the  stuff 
of  the  eods  of  thw  ™r>AA  «  a: .  . 


^  prcws  1/1  suver  ratner  th; 

God  s  great  gift,  to  a  thief  having  on  a 

oMsbeade  the  Savior  of  the  world  and 

reiected  Him  iticnumf/m.  ui _ i _ . 


rrWiITir  W  Uie  worm  and 

rejected  Him,  tt  is  our  story.  We  do  not 
have  to  reject  Him!  He  is  reaching  out  to 

.i*118 111  hwe,  grace  and  forgiveness.  He 
wD  saveyou.  He  will  come  and  give  you 
life  that  never  ends.  You  can  trust  Hun 
right  now. 

.  ^  "G’ vvoni  is  for  Our  God  who  sent 

1  People  would  call  the 

J  wwd,  Hb  loving  Son,  Jesus.  The  Bible 
says,  ’For  whosoever  shall  call  upon  the 
name  of  the  Ixwd,  shall  be  savedVRom. 
iOA3)  Turn  from  your  sins  and  turn  to 
the  Savior.  Call  on  Him  right  now  and  you 

too  can  say- Praise  God  7 

^JP*LaupKfr  0077  be  contacted  at  direc- 
nonsqvmbcbxjrg. 


Staff  Changes 


FIRST 

CHURCH. 

EUPORA. 

celebrated 
the  retirement 
of  Anite  Rus¬ 
sell  as  chil¬ 
dren’s  min¬ 
ister  Jan.  11 
with  a  recep¬ 
tion.  Russell 
retired  after 
15  years  of 
service  and 
will  continue 
on  aa  pre¬ 
school  director. 


Dave  Jones, 
long-time 
minister  of 
music  in 
Lafayette 
County, 
celebrated 
his  retirement 
from  music 
ministry  with 
a  recogni¬ 
tion  service 
at  NEW 
PROSPECT 
CHURCH. 
OXFORD. 
Nov  30,  2014. 


NORTH  COLUMBIA 
CHURCH,  COLUMBIA, 
held  a  retirement  reception 
for  Jim  ft  Kaye  kott  on  Jen.  11. 
Lott  served  for  over  four  years 
as  associate  pastor  of  music 
and  education  at  North  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  spent  a  total  of  43 
years  in  ministry.  The  church 
presented  Lott  with  a  plaque 
and  he  received  several  gifts 
from  church  members  and 
Sunday  school  desses 


AUDIOADRENALINE 

fMmmnuR  *»» 


BunfyflvIcTSB? 


Mo  Mwy  7  Worth.  Greenwood.  MS  3S930 
March  1.  2015  7.00  p.m. 

•hrrehasa  tickets  at  mcfcats.com  or 
NORTH  GREENWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURH 
•IS  Grand  Boulevard.  Greenwood,  MS  38930  -  M2-SS3-2S01 
$  25  Goner.!  Admission  $  40  Arttat  Ode 
S  3S  VIP  Ticket  Upgrade  Include!  pre-concert  Meet  and  Greet 
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Practical  Principles 


chancery  judge?  Initiative 


The  Truth  is  in  the  Details 


Most  of  you  have  heard 
the  idiom,  “The  Devil  is 
in  the  Details,’  which 
was  inspired  by  an  older  idiom, 
“God  is  in  the  Details.’.  "The 
Devil  in  the  Details’ refers  to  a 
catch  or  a  mysterious  element 
hidden  in  the  details  which  of¬ 
ten  creates  unintended  circum¬ 
stances.  Lately  other  idioms 
have  surfaced  such  aS,  “Govern¬ 
ment  is  in  the  Details,"  and  "The 
Truth  is  in  the  Details.'  Often 
we  will  Sean  the  headings,  the 
large  print,  and  the  pictures,  but 
neglect  to  read  the  small  print 
which  often  contains  the  real 
truth,  found  only  in  the  details. 

The  Mississippi  legislative 
session  is  off  ana  running  with 
hundreds  of  proposed  bills  and 
resolutions  already  placed  into 
consideration  by  the  House  and 
the  Senate  members.  You  will 
read  about  these  bills  in  the 
newspapers,  view  them  being 
discussed  on  the  nightly  news, 
and  listen  to  legislators  debate 
them  on  talk  radio  programs. 
But  be  warned,  “The  Truth  is  in 
the  Details.’  I  will  share  a  few 
bills  that  the  CAC  will  watch 
carefully  and  some  that  might 
be  of  general  interest. 


Perhaps  the  major  issue  for 
this  session  will  be  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  our  children.  Initiative 
42  and  42-a  will  be  on  your 
ballot  in  November  Initiative 
42,  which  is  a  constitutional 
amendment,  states  “To  protect 
each  child’s  fundamental  right 
to  educational  opportunity, 
the  State  shall,  provide  for  the 
establishment,  maintenance 
and  support  of  an  adequate  and 
efficient  system  of  free  public 
schools.  The  chancery  courts  of 
this  State  shall  have  the  power 
to  enforce  this  section  with  ap¬ 
propriate  injunctive  relief."  In 
November  this  Constitutional 
amendment  will  not  be  on  the 
ballot  as  stated  above.  Initiative 
42  will  appear  as  a  question, 
’Should  the  state  be  required  to 
provide  for  the  establif  nment, 
maintenance  and  support  of  an 
adequate  and  efficient  system 
of  free  public  schools?” 

Everyone  who  loves  ice 
cream,  baseball,  and  apple  pie 
would  have  to  vote  yes.  Sure 
we  believe  all  of  our  kids  de¬ 
serve  a  freepublic  school  But 
what  you  will  not  see  on  your 
ballot  is  educational  funding 
is  taken  from  the  legislators 


with  Jimmy  Porter 

w 

and  placed  into  the  hands  of 
the  chancery  courts.  This  is 
not  just  about  MAEP  funding 
but  more  about  who  is  going 
to  have  oversight  of  the  edu¬ 
cational  process  in  our  state. 


the  endorsement  of  both  cham¬ 
bers,  since  they  wrote  it,  and  it 
leaves  the  funding  and  over¬ 
sight  to  the  legislature.  Also 
the  important  words  ‘adequate 
education’  are  not  a  part  of  the 
legislature's  Initiative  42-a. 
WUl  a  judge  or  the  legislature 
define  "adequate  education?* 
The  truth  is  in  the  details,  so 
read  carefully  and  vote  wisely. 


Remaining  with  education, 
the  standards  for  Common 
Core  have  also  come  under  fire. 
There  will  be  debates  and  pos¬ 
sible  laws  designed  to  improve 
or  perhaps  remove  Common 
Core  altogether.  There  could 
possibly  be  a  study  committee 
named  to  evaluate  the  program 
and  make  recommendations  to 
improve  the  standards.  Watch 
for  the  details.  Several  other 
bills  referencing  education  are ' 
on  the  table  for  discussion. 

There  is  a  bill  entered  which 
will  make  the  Bible  the  state 
book  of  Mississippi.  This  bill 
wiD  have  opposition  just  like  last 
year  when  our  Governor  pro¬ 
posed  putting  “In  God  We  Trust" 
on  our  state  seal.  It  will  be  seen 
as  a  waste  of  time  and  useless, 
but  do  let  your  legislator  know 
how  you  fed  about  it  It  win  be 
misunderstood  by  the  media 
as  was  the  “Religious  Freedom 
Restoration  Act  last  year.  They 
screamed  we  were  trying  to 


'sexual  community  in  spite  of  a 
dear  understanding  of  the  law. 
As  far  as  I  know,  not  one  person 
has  been  discriminated  against 
since  RFRA  became  law. 


RNUVUBDVU  NWHU  C  WAMD  TWYU  SDL 
EDKRUTI RCO AU  WKY  OWMU  OUBDVU 


WAA  RNU  IUDIAU,  WEEDVYCKX  WM  SU 

StSTAKT  with  9 
business  and  oth 

NWHU  KDR  ZUIR  TS  JWSM,  OLR  NWHU  *nyon»  — ■  » 


OUUK  IWVRCWA  CK  RNU  AWJ. 

TWAWENC  RJD:KCKU 

Clue:  N  «  H 

Have  fun  with  cryptogrnrJri  md  •vercise  your  Bible  know I- 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  oerse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Zechariah  14:1 

B r  Charts!  Marx.  1932-2004.©  M»S 


RRST  BAPTIST  CHUBCH  OP  EUPORA 
«  SEEKING  A  PART-TWE  CHAOREN'S 
MBRSTER  Please  send  resume!  to  FBC 

Eixxn.  PO  Box  288.  Eupon  MS  39744  or 
•mad  wm  to  MM*!ic570MMi4ti 
oat  For  morn  •AxmaHon  cal  N  olxxte 

oRct  at  (9S2|  258-3491 _ _ 

UBERTY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  LIBERTY 
MS  IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  A 
MINISTER  OP  MUSIC.  Plane  land  resumes 
to  PC  9n*  73  uberty  MS  39S45.  or  anal  to 
Doenofiteerrybapesta  urcr  !w 


SPRING  HRX  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OP 
WATERFORD,  MS.  in  searte  lor  a  tkNbend 
and  WSa  to  work  <Wh  rxMi  and  teihton  n 
Via  chunh  Contact  by  phone  at  6(2-252- 
5131  (law*  Maaaaat  it  no  answer)  or  Mai 
I  resume  to  PO  Bw  65,  Vfetokxd.  MS  38685 
FIRST  BAPTBT  CHURCH  OF  SUMRALL. 
MrtS  SEEKS  FULL-TJME  MBRSTER  TO 
CHRORENRJBWrrOR  OF  CIBLOREN’S 
MINISTRIES  Bachelor  1  degree  required 


STRONG  RIVER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
PtNOlA,  MS  IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES 
FOR  THE  POSITION  OP  BM/0CAT10NAL 
PASTOR  Pteeee  tend  reeumes  lo  Gene 
Farmer  at  209  Katie  Bush  Rd  PSiola.  MS 

39149 _ _ 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  MBRSTER  HEEDED 
AT  NEW  SIGHT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Please 
send  resume!  lo  Youth  Mwstor  Search 
Comredee  629  Foreel  TrW  HE  Brookhaven 

Ms  .  39601  _ 

VALLEY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
PONTOTOC  COUNTY  IS  SEEKING  A 
FULL  TIME  AND/OR  BL VOCATIONAL 
PASTOR  Please  sand  resume  to 
Charlotte  Bass  589  Kings  Highway 
Pontotoc  MS  38863  o'  Chartotlebass® 
basscotoam  com  _ 


There  are  numerous  bills 
aimed  at  making  it  unlawful 
to  text  and  drive,  and  talking 
on  the  phone  while  driving 
without  a  hands  free  device. 
Gambling  bills  have  been 
introduced  to  provide  for  a 
statewide  lottery  with  the 
proceeds  going  toward  free 
tuition  for  qualifying  students 
attending  our  college  and  uni¬ 
versities.  The  truth  of  this  bill 
might  be  found  in  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  a  qualifying  student. 

The  session  is  early  and 
many  more  important  bills 
will  surface.  Pray  for  our 
legislators  and  their  families 
as  this  is  a  very  stressful  time 
in  their  lives.  Our  Governor, 

Lt.  Governor,  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  solicit  our  prayers. 
They  are  sincere  in  wanting  to 
serve  and  do  what  is  best  for 
Mississippi.  The  best  we  can 
do  for  them  is  to  pray  for  them 
and  if  so  moved,  write  them  a 
note  of  encouragement. 

If  you  have  questions  shout 
certain  bills,  the  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  Commission  issues  you  an 
invitation  to  call  and  we  will 
do  our  best  to  help  you  find 
answers  to  those  questions. 
Contact  us  at  601-292-3329 
(toll  free  1-800-748-1651). 

Porter  serves  as  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission.  He  can  be 
contacted  at  601-292-3332  or 
jporfer@christianaction.com . 


wortm  wMi  tedton  and  s>  oungreoMonM 
or  organqakenal  satorvj  requted  (wpan- 
ance  as  teuton's  iwrMar  or  aquvafenl 
preferred)  Ssnd  resume  and  cover  feder  ID 


THE  HISTORIC  NEW  PROSPECT  CHURCH 
OF  OXFORD  M  PRAYING  FOR  OUR  NEW 
BIVOJNORSIBP  MINISTER'  We  are  si 
ercAng  grew*  mufe-stefed  hungnr  to  wor 
shtoiWinaadmiAigeneraOonalerpenence 
ch urte-eeda  mnavy  capable  We  Have  great 
estabkafted  nsbimerwtion  wte  more  to 
be  developed.  Ful  audenedeo  package  7 
miles  tom  Ole  Mss  'Come  onT  Resumes  ■ 


BETHEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  A  SMALL 
COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  DREW 
AND  RULEVILLE  MISS  IS  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  BL 
VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  M  1  Aprs  2015 
Pleaee  tend  reeumes  to  PO  Bos2A9  Did^ 

Mbs  36737  _ 

FBC  MENDENHALL  IS  ACCEPTING 


15% 

First  Year 
^GUARANTEED 


learn  the  Safe  &  Secure  Way  lo  Earn  $to<k  | 
Market  linked  Return  Without  Market 


Risk  to  Your  Rrtncipa 

L.D.O  Mire 

Financial  Services 

1  800-844-3254 


RESUMES  FOR  A  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
Please  sand  resume  to  PO  Bo*  366  Men 
MS  39114  or  email  lo  swarren@ 
tamendenha*  org 
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The  G.A.%  and  Acteens  of  SHILOH  CHURCH.  SONTAQ,  along  with  then  leaders  and  mission* 
director  Gloria  Ervin  utilized  a  used  shoe  drive  for  missions,  collecting  225  pairs  of  shoes. 


MANILLA 

CHURCH. 


served  a  meal  to 
the  students  of  the 
Copiah-Lincoln 
Community 
College  BSU 
Shown  are  Rick 
Davis,  pastor  Lee 
Faler,  Sarah  Lee, 
Co-Lin  BSU  Direc¬ 
tor  Bruce  Brady, 
and  Tim  Lea. 


ft 


STRONG  RIVER  CHURCH.  PINOLA.  recently  celebrated  paying  off  their  new  sanctuary 

with  a  note  burning.  Shown  is  pastor  Roger  Lee  with  the  building  committee  and  guest. 


HID  SOUTH 

ME1 5  BIBLE  CONFERENCE 

i  obi ti.it \  y  yo  i  s 


I  »  \  \ 


1 

m  teats  ti . 


mkx  mutton. 
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SSEsESSS  SSBsrasiL* 


*****  AL®ANY»  recentfy  ordained 
BHen  Ch'ldte  andTravis  Witeman  as  deacons.  Shown 
are  Cindy  Childs,  Childs,  pastor  Greg  Spencer  Wise¬ 
man,  and  Rebekah  Wiseman. 


WE  HAVE  A 


College  News 


NEAR  YOU! 


Charle*  Pickering  Sr..  ofTayiorsvilte,  and  Jody  Fail,  of  Bay 
SpnnBS.  will  lead  the  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  Board 
ofTrustees  aa  chair  and  vice  chair  respectively  in  2015.  Pic¬ 
tured  (from  left)  are  Scott  Hummel,  WCU  provost  and  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  ofTrustees;  Fail;  Pickering;  andTommy  King, 
WCU  Dresident.  * 


zmm 


MIR  MURE  INK)  CHECK  OUT  EUGF  COM 

^-FUGE 

DR  CALL  877  CAMP.  123 

LIFE-CHANGING  CAMPS 
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In  other  College 
News: 

►  Five  William  Carey 
University  art  students,  in¬ 
cluding  Amber  Holifield  of 
Collins,  Joanna  McKenzie  of 
MonticeUo.  Melissa  Murphy 
of  Bay  Springs.  Rick  Wlle- 
mon  of  Hattiesburg  and  Tessa 
Stockstill  of  Biloxi,  were  se¬ 
lected  to  display  their  work  at 
the  Arts  Center  of  Mississippi 
by  being  named  winners  of 
the  Mississippi  Collegiate  Art 
Competition.  A  total  of  138 
pieces  from  higher  education 
institutions  throughout  the 
state  will  be  on  display  at  {he 
Arts  Center  from  February  7 
through  March  13,  including 
seven  pieces  from  the  WCU 
students. 


W 

IICOUNSELIN 

... 


Steve  Roark 


OT  ChnfiM  1  COUNSELORS  pnd  m  tha 

r*mr  mi  network  far  focus  on  thm  fnmVy 

•  3  two  rxjor  loss ons 

•  Topes  mchjdR  ap<r«oai  fadmr sh,p 
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ABEDINI 

con  t  from  p.  1 

“My  son  asked  him  to  bring 
him  back,  bring  daddv  back 
for  his  birthday,  which  is  in 
March,  and  he  looked  up  and 
he  looked  at  my  son  and  he 
said,  'I  will  try  Jacob,  I  will 
try,’"  Naghmeh  said. 

She  credited  God  for  ar¬ 
ranging  the  meeting  to  allow 
her  to  seek  her  husband's  re¬ 
lease  and  to  proclaim  God’s 
love  and  power.  “God  had 
me  in  that  room,  not  only  to 
go  before  the  king  as  Esther 
did  and  plead  for  a  cause^ 
but  also  to  touch  his  heart," 
Naghmeh  said  in  an  interview 
with  CBN,  referencing  Queen 
Esther  of  the  Old  Testament. 

"I  know  1  was  sent  as  God's 
ambassador  to  touch  the 
president  s  heart  with  God’s 
love,  the  love  of  Jesus,  and 
those  were  accomplished;  so 
1  have  hope  for  the  next  steps 
because  God  is  in  control, 
she  said.  .  ' 

“He  will  show  me,  she 
said  of  God.  "He  will  take 
me  through  the  next  steps.  I 
know  there  [are]  great  things 
to  come  and  I  can’t  wait  to 
have  Saeed  home  with  our 
family." 

Naghmeh  has  been  advo¬ 
cating  more  than  two  years 
for  the  release  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  who  has  been  held  since 
Sept.  26,  2012,  because  of  his 
Christian  faith.  He  was  sen¬ 
tenced  Jan.  27,  aota,  to  eight 
years  In  prison  on  CTiarges  ne 
threatened  national  security 
by  planting  house  churches 
in  Iran  years  earlier,  and  had 
been  under  house  arrest  since 
July,  2012. 

Saeed  is  a  native  of  Iran 
and  a  naturalized  American 
citizen.  Prior  to  his  arrest,  he 
traveled  to  Iran  on  a  frequent 
basis  to  visit  extended  fam¬ 
ily  and  work  on  construction 
projects  such  as  orphanages. 
Naghmeh  met  with  Obama 


"I  just  looked  at 
[Obama]  and  said 
the  kids  and  I  love 
you  and  we  pray  for 
you.  and  as  soon  as  I 
said  that,  the  wall  all 
came  down,  and  he 
just  grabbed  my  hand 
and  I  said,  ’I  don’t 
know  if  it’s  a  profes¬ 
sional  thing  to  say  or 
not,’  and  he  smiled 
and  he  said,  'Yes.  I 
need  your  prayers 


Abecfini’s  wife 


on  the  two-year  anniversaty 
of  the  opening  day  of  Saeed ’s 
trial.  - 

“I  just  looked  at  [Obama] 
and  said  the  kida  and  l  love 
you  and  we  pray  for  you,"  she 
said  on  CBN,  "and  as  soon  as 
I  said  that,  the  wall  all  came 
down,  and  he  just  grabbed  my 
hand  and  I  said,  ’I  don’t  know 
if  it’s  a  professional  thing  to 
say  or  not,'  and  he  smiled 
and  he  said,  'Yes,  1  need  your 

**  ’^t  was  very  personal,  and 
I  just  felt  like  sharing- God's 
love  with  him." 

Obama  arranged  a  tele¬ 
phone  interview  between 
Naghmeh  and  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment  staff  after  the  meet¬ 
ing.  U.S.  Secretary  of  State 
John  Kerry  has  advocated  for 
Saeed’s  release  during  past 
visits  to  Iran. 

"For  me,  that  meant  we're 
on  the  same  team,  let’s  take 
the  next  step  necessary  to 
get  Saeed  home,"  she  said  of 
Obama  arranging  the  inter¬ 
view  with  State  Department 
staff,  “especially  when  Jacob 
asked  to  have  daddy  for  his 
birthday." 


Naghmeh  asked  Chris¬ 
tians  to  continue  praying  for 
her  husband’s  release.  “More 
than  anything,  I've  been  mo¬ 
tivated  to  even  pray  more, 
and  to  ask  the  body  of  Christ 
to  join  me  in  praying  more, 
she  said  on  CBN. 

“I'm  thankful  for  everyone 
who  is  praying,  the  churcher 
that  are  praying  that  are  re¬ 
ally  supporting  and  standing 
with  us.  We  couldn’t  have 
done  it  without  you.  We  re 
going  to  bring  Saeed  home. 
We  continue  to  pray." 

The  meeting  heightens 
the  fight  for  Saeed's  release, 
ACU  s  Sekulow  said.  ACLJ 
is  representing  Naghmeh 
in  the  push  to  have  her  hus¬ 
band  released. 

“It  personalizes  it  for  the 
president  but  on  top  of  that, 
it  changes  the  staffs  perspec¬ 
tive  —  the  people  who  are 
doing  the  day-to-day  on  this 
at  the  White  House  and  the 
State  Department  —  because 
the  president  has  made  it  a 
priority  and  he’s  also  elevat¬ 
ed  this  nationally  by  not  only 
doing  this  meeting,  but  doing 
it  right  after  the  State  of  the 
Union  address.” 

More  than  206,000  have 
signed  a  two-month-old  ACLJ 
petition  urging  Obama  not  to 
make  any  diplomatic  deals 
with  Iran  unless  Saeed  is  re¬ 
leased.  Saeed’s  father  visited 
him  in  prison  on  the  same  day 
Naghmeh  met  with  Obama, 
and  reported  that  Saeed  is 
still  suffering. 

Credible  reports  ana 
Saeed’s  own  letters  smuggled 
out  of  prison  indicate  that  he 
has  been  tortured  extensively, 
denied  food  and  medical  care, 
and  is  considered  untouch¬ 
able  by  his  Muslim  captors 
because  he  is  a  Christian. 

‘He  still  has  a  lot  of  pain. 
Of  course,  he’s  in  one  of  the 
worst  prisons  in  the  world," 
Naghmeh  said.  “The  nutrition 
is  horrible.  The  condition* 
are  horrible.* 


OBITUARY 


Ottver  Clarence  Ladnier 


Truth  is  not  relative.- 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life, 

Simplv  share  the  following  prayer  tvilh  God 
in  your  own  words: 

1.  lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  sou.  il  have  sinned. T" 
l.  I  want  forgiveness  for  m\  sio^ 
^  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

♦  1.  I  believe  |esus  died  and  rose  from  the 

%  _nra»e  to  forgive  my  sins  and  lo  restore 
-bP*  my  relationship  with  vou. 

W.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  (  hrist  inlo  mv  life. 
Irmnl^ipmi,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship. 
4"™  Him.  (I  receive  t  hrist  as  mv  Savior  and  Lord.) 
frirl  him.  lo  I  hem  lie  y.ni-  I  he  riahl  lo  bet  time  <  Inldfcn  »/ 

Cod,  even  lo  those  w/10  he/i'e te  in  hi s  n.inie  l"hn  1:1  J1 
Its ou  make  a  deii«inn  for  (  hrist  lodav.  t  onl.it  I  a  lot  al  Southern  Baptist  1  hwth 

lot  spirilu.il  fcuid.uuv. 


Baptist  Foundation, 
ist  for  the  Mississippi 
Brotherhood  Department,  .  „ 

motional  Speaker  tor  die  Baptist 

Record,  Program  Chairman  for 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Annual 
Meeting,  and  Member  of  the 
Feasibility  Stuck  Committee  for 
the  GuMsnore  Baptist  Assembly 
Building  Project _ 

He  was  g  member  of  First 
Church  in  Vicksburg. 

Along  with  his  parents,  he 
was  preceded  in  death  by  his 
son-in-law,  Tom  McGraw.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Patsy  Dos- 
sett,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  whom  he 
married  on  Nov.  21,  1948;  his 
daughters,  Linda  (Dan)  Johnson 
and  Brenda  (Chris)  McNeese; 
sisters,  Janet  Hill  and  Vicki 
Broadus;  aunt  Bonnie  Barton, 
grandchildren,  Danellen  (Brian) 
DeHuff,  Zach  (Jessica)  John¬ 
son,  and  Beau  (Rebecca)  John¬ 
son;  and  great-grandchildren, 
Johnson  DeHuff,  Knox  DeHuff, 
Rivers  DeHuff  Delta  DeHuff, 
Cameron  Johnson,  Hayden 
Johnson,  Ameha-Kate  Johnson 
and  Graham  Johnson  Funreal 
services  were  at  Gknwood  Fu¬ 
neral  Home  in  Vicksburg  on 
January  21  at  2:00  P.M.  with 
~  Hess  officiating.  Graveside 

were  at  2»o  PM.  on 
at  Griffin  Cemetery  in 


>u>e  in  Vicksburg.  He  was  86  - 
He  was  bom  in  Pascagoula 
on  December  4,  1928  to  Oli¬ 
ver  Benton  Ladnier  and  Han¬ 
nah  A.  Couch  Ladnier.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  Pascagoula  High 
ScfoS,  MissiesiHr&W-  and 

New  Orleans  Baptist  Theokmcal 

Seminary.  He  was  on  the  staff  at 
Calvary  Church  in  Jackson  from 
195J-J957  a™)  to®  pastorates  in¬ 
clude  Carmel  Church  in  Moub- 
ceBo  from  1957-1960,  North  Me- 
Comb Church  in  McCombfrom 
1960-1970,  and  First  Church  in 
Magee,  MS  from  1970-1995. 

Oak  Chun>  in  Smith  County, 
Bovina  Churo,  in  Vicksburg. 
Goodrum  Church  in  Vicksburg, 
Woodbwn  Church  in  Vicksburg, 
...  -  1  '  i  Eagle  Lake, 

1  Vicksburg, 

_ _ 1  Vicksburg 

and  Grace  Church  in  Vicksburg. 

He  held  many  association 
and  state  positions  including 
moderator  tor  Pike,  Simpson, 

far  Lawrence,  Pike,  and  Simp- 

Brand  Member  from  Pike  and 

farMW  B  Executive  Committee, 
Vice  President  of  the  Mississippi 


.  J  Record  »  pleased  to  publish  news  end 
of  special  events  that  take  piece  in  cooperating 
1  of  the  Missisatppt  Bapdat  Convention.  News  items 

s  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  win  not  be  published 

Preferred  method,  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  address  below,  and  must  be  included  m  the 

je  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method  news 
1  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
I  AM  articles  must  be  received  m  writing;  no  articles 
.epted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus 

_ _ >  text  attachments  wiM  be  accepted.  Photograph 

attack  mertt&  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  iMmn. 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  end  telephone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  email,  as 
attachments  m  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  wiH  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weWighted  Photographs  must  depret 
people  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object  only  photographs 
will  be  printed  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  wiH  not  be  published.  Can  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not 
reproduce  we#  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  pubhahable 
There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
veil  be  published,  and  unsolicited  matenal  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned.  AM  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  end  all  photographs  are  subject  10  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date  Article*  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wi#  be 
published  on  a  speceevaitable  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  Box  530.  Jackson. 
MS  382064630  FAX.  1601)  292-3330  Erne#  baptistrecord* 
mbcb.org. 
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Sunday  School  Lessowfor  February  1, 2015 
Do  Your  Appointed  Part  •  Nehemiah  7:1-8 


I  Introduction 

I  _  £  years  ago,  William  Mor¬ 

row  and  Companypublished  a  book  of 
lists  simply  titled  The  Book  of  Lists  S21 
iges!  It  became  a  New  York  Times  #1 
estseller  on  July  24, 1977. 

For  any  person  who  likes  lists,  the 
^■nook  of  Nehemiah  offers  plenty:  3:1- 
;)2  (78  names);  7:6-73  (110  names),  8:4 
(13  names),  7-8  (13  names);  9:4-5  (16 
10:1-27  (87  names);  11:3-36(80 
s);  12:1-26  (104  names),  31-36  (40 
— -*)>  40-42  (16  names).  Such  passag- 
8  are  noliust  Hebrew  pronunciation  ex- 
The  average  Bible  reader,  how- 
-r,does  not  appreciate  this  material. 

,  Fred  Craddock  taught  preaching  and 
—New  Testament  in  the  Candler  School  of 
^Theology  at  Emory  University.  In  a  ser¬ 
mon  about  a  list  (Rom.  16),  he  admitted, 

I  always  [told]  my  students  in  preach - 
ing  class,  'When  you’re  preaching  from 
biblical  texts,  avoid  the  lists.  TWre 
deadly.  Don’t  preach  from  the  lists'” 
(Sermon:  "When  the  Roll  is  Called  Down 
Here,  Creative  Styles  of  Preaching,  14). 
Yet,  as  Craddock  unpacked  Romans  16, 
he  repeatedly  insisted,  “Don't  call  it  a 
list.  His  analysis  and  illustrations  hu- 
manued  the  names,  adding  “flesh  and 
blood  to  the  “bones.” 

Nehemiah  actually  knew  the  people 
|  whose  names  we  “butcher.”  Hence,  like 
Fred  Craddock,  he  would  have  insisted. 
“Don’t  call  it  a  list.* 

Commentary:  Nehemiah  7:1-4 
In  2013  (March  3)  and  2014  (August 
'  3).  60  Minutes  reported  that  China  has 


been  constructing  cities  without  inhab¬ 
itants,  between  12  and  24  every  year. 
Chinese  families  cannot  afford  the 
housing  at  these  sites.  The  stark  images 
of  Ordos  and  Zhengzhou  reveal  that  a 
city  is  more  than  infrastructure. 

When  Nehemiah  arrived  in  Judah, 
Jerusalem  had  no  walls  (1:3;  2:11-18) 
tales.,(I:3;  2,:3>  11-18),  or  homes  (7:4). 
Rebuilding  the  city  was  merely  a  means 
to  a  greater  end:  namelv,  repopulatine 
it  (7:4).  6 

Jerusalem  needed  security  to  be  in- 
habitable.  Therefore,  Nehemiah  and 
his  fellow  workers  (see  the  list  of  their 
names  in  chap.  3)  reconstructed  its 
walls  and 
repaired 
its  twelve 
gates:  Val¬ 
ley  (2:13, 

15),  Re¬ 
fuse  (2:13; 

3:1314, 

12:31), 

Fountain 
(2:14; 

3:15; 

12:37),  Sheep  (3:1,  32;  12:39),  Fish 
(3:3;  12:39),  Old  (3:6;  12:39),  Water 
(3:26;  8:1, 13,  16;  12:37),  Horse  (3:28), 
“»t  (3:29),  Inspection  (3:31),  Ephraim 
(”.’■6;  12:39),  «nd  Guard  (12:39).  Nehe¬ 
miah  then  stationed  gatekeepers  (7:1; 
see  their  names  in  11:19  and  12:25)  at 
each  entrance,  thus  controlling  access 
Jerusalem  also  needed  to  provide 
quality  worship  because  God  had 
caused  his  name  to  dwell  there  (1:8-9) 


For  any  other  city,  reliable  civil  servic¬ 
es  (ex,  water  supply,  sanitation,  good 
roads)  would  have  been  enough.  There¬ 
fore,  Nehemiah  deferred  to  the  Levites 
and  the  singers  (7:1;  see  their  names  in 
8:7-8;  9:4-5;  10:9-13;  11:15-18). 

Chapter  eleven  honors  the  Jews  who 
willingly  forfeited  comforts  in  order  to 
resettle  Jerusalem.  They  represented 
ten  percent  of  the  Jewish  population  in 
Judah  (w.  1-19). 

Application 

As  a  pastor  (leader),  I  often  got  too 
much  credit.  One  reason  was  that  Walk¬ 
ers  Chapel  Baptist  Church  lavished 
grace  on 
me.  An¬ 
other  rea- 
son  was 
that  the 
church's 
sign  dis- 
played 
___  _  no  other 
name  but 
mine;  even 

,  .  the  weekly 

bulletin  and  monthly  newsletter  omit¬ 
ted  more  names  (faithful  volunteers) 
than  they  mentioned. 

The  lists  in  the  Book  of  Nehemiah 

&  rove  that  one  person  never  does  it  all 
ehemiah  had  a  lot  of  help. 

In  1  Corinthians  12:12-30.  Paul  used 
the  human  body  as  a  metaphor  for  the 
Church.  Every  Christian  is  a  member 
of  the  one  body  (Eph.  4:4).  Some  parts 
may  be  more  visible  (getting  more  at- 


Explore  the  Bi 

with  Ivan  Parke 


tention),  but  every  part  is  valuable. 
Accordingly,  American  clergyman  and 
writer  Edward  Everett  Hale  resolved,  “I 
am  only  one.  But  still  I  am  one.  I  cannot 
do  everything,  but  still  I  can  do  stme- 
thing;  and  because  I  cannot  do  every¬ 
thing  I  will  not  refuse  to  do  the  some¬ 
thing  that  1  can  do.“ 

Commentary:  Nehemiah  7:5-73 

On  November  21,  1976,  Roots  be¬ 
came  a  New  York  Times  #1  Bestseller. 
It  also  aired  as  a  television  minise¬ 
nes  on  ABC.  Author  Alex  Haley  in¬ 
trigued  America  with  stories  about  his 
ancestors. 

Fascination  with  family  history  has 
intensified;  no  longer  just  a  hobby,  it 
is  now  big  business.  Permira,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  bought  Ancestrv.com  for  $1.6 
billion  in  2012. 

Curiosity  does  not  explain  why  the 
Jews  kept  genealogical  records.  Verify¬ 
ing  one  s  spiritual  puritv  was  compulso¬ 
ry  in  order  to  serve  God'(7:6i-6s)  and  to 
worship  him  at  the  temple  (13:1-3;  see 
also  Dt.  23:2-6). 

Good  record-keeping,  however, 
did  not  guarantee  good  behavior.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  chapter  13,  the  Jews  defiled 
themselves  by  marrying  pagans,  includ¬ 
ing  ironically,  Sanballat  the  Horonite 
and  Tobiah  the  Ammonite. 

Parke  is  professor,  Department  of 
Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College,  and  a  member  of  Mor¬ 
rison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


Ready  When  Sickness  Comes  to  Stay  •  2  Corinthians  4:16-18 ■ 

“Fat  Kottor  _  _  w*  «  ' 


Eat  better,  live  longer;  5  Foods 
t0  1vo,J2;  We*l»ess  check-ups  paid  at 
i°°  .;J?U  and  Pneumonia  shots  given 
here.  These  are  just  a  few  slogans  which 
bombard  our  lives.  Our  health  is  impor¬ 
tant  and  every  day  we  make  decisions 
regarding  it.  Genetics,  diseases,  infec¬ 
tions,  accidents,  lifcsrfyle  choices,  and 
'he.[“tutr*1  process  of  aging  affect  our 
health.  Illnesses  which  brought  death 
in  the  past  are  now  curable  because  of 
advances  in  medicine.  When  a  person 
is  first  diagnosed  with  a  health  issue, 
family  and  friends  rally  around  to  offer 
support.  But  for  the  chronic  sufferer, 
the  support  and  help  often  diminishes 
as  time  progresses.  “Ready:  ministering 
life  to  those  with  long-term  health  is¬ 
sues,  is  the  focus  of  today’s  lesson. 

Our  lesson  begins  with  a  call  for  en- 
durance:  "Do notlose heart’ (2 Cor.  4:1, 
‘6)  Tne  American  Heritage  Dictionary 
defines  endurance  as  “the  act,  qual¬ 
ity,  or  power  of  withstanding  hardship 
or  stress.  .  .  Endurance  perhaps  more 
strongly  adds  the  idea  of  continuing  un- 
der  resistance  or  the  adversities  of  life, 
to  cany  on  in  spite  of  hardships  ”!  Paul 
was  imprisoned,  exiled,  beaten,  stoned, 
shipwrecked,  and  so  much  more,  yet 
he  endured  (2  Cor.  11:24-27).  His  fo¬ 
cus  was  not  on  “the  outer  self  is  wasting 
away;’  his  focus  was  on  the  “inner  self 
is  being  renewed  day  by  day."  The  daily 
goal  for  all  believers  is  to  grow  and  ma¬ 
ture  into  Christlikeness. 

In  verse  17,  Paul  gives  a  series  of  con¬ 
trasts:  "light  affliction— weight  of  glory; 


momentary— eternal;  working  against 
us— working  for  us.  Paul  was  writing 
with  eternity's  values  in  view.  He  was 
weighing  the  present  trials  against  the 
future  glory  and  discovered  his  trials 
?Ftual1/  working  for  him  (Rom. 
8:18)  2  pauj  this  chapter  with  one 
mo.  ,'o.,;rast,  “what  is  seen  and  what  is 
un^en.”  “.  Endurance  is  based  on  a  per- 
so-/t  ability  to  look  beyond  the  physf- 
cr>.  to  the  spiritual;  beyond  the  present 
to  the  future,  and  beyond  the  visible  to 
the  invis¬ 
ible... Pur¬ 
suing  God, 

Christ, 
the  Holy 
Spirit,  and 
the  souls 
of  men 
shoujd 
consume 
the  believ¬ 
er'  (John 

MacArthur  Study  Bible). 

Second  Corinthians  I2:7b-9a,  cov¬ 
ers  Paul's  thorn  in  the  flesh.  We  do 
not  know  exactly  what  the  thorn'  was 
The  word  means,  “a  sharp  stake  used 
for  torturing  or  impaling  something." 
Paul  implored/pleaded  with  the  Lord 
three  times  that  it  might  leave  me.” 
Warren  Wiersbe  comments  that  the 
use  of  this  verb,  buffet,  “indicates  that 
this  pain  was  either  constant  or  recur¬ 
ring.  His  answer  was  not  found  in 
removing  this  painful  hindrance  In¬ 
stead  the  Lord  gave  him  a  promise,  “My 


12:7-10 


grace  is  sufficient  for  you.'  Day  by  day 
the  Lord  would  continually  supply  him 
with  grace  to  endure  (1  Cor.  15:10;  Phil 
4:13;  Col  1:29).  Grace  is  God’s  loving 
provision.  His  grace  provided  salva¬ 
tion.  It  is  sufficient  (2  Cor.  3:4-6).  His 
grace  gives  us  strength.  Again  Wiersbe 
writes,  “We  do  not  live  on  explanations; 
we  live  on  promises  .  God’s  promises 
never  change.  Promises  generate  faith 
and  faith  strengthens  hope.'2  Another 
thought,  believers  and  non-believers 


Jr 


Studies  for  Life 

Laura  Leathers 


can  en¬ 
dure  their 
sufferings. 
“God’s 
grace 
should  en¬ 
able  us  to 
rise  above 
our  cir¬ 
cumstanc¬ 
es  and 

fee  I i n  gs 

and  cause  our  afflictions  to  work  for  us 
in  accomplishing  positive  good.”2 

Annie  Johnson  Flint's  mom  was  ar¬ 
thritis,  leaving  her  as  an  invalid.  She  used 
her  long  term  infirmity  to  comfort  and 
encourage  others.  Based  upon  James  4  6 
c  rro*,e  "He  8lveth  more  grace  when 
the  burdens  grow  greater;  He  sendeth 
more  strength  when  the  labors  increase* 
To  added  affliction  He  addeth  His  mercy: 
To  multiplied  trials,  His  multiplied  peace 
: :  ^r  out  of  His  infinite  riches  in  Jesus, 
He  giveth,  and  giveth,  and  giveth  again!"2 
This  is  His  sustaining  grace. 


Therefore,  I  am  well  content  with 
weaknesses  ...for  Christ’s  sake,  for 
when  1  am  weak  then  I  am  strong"  (vs 
10).  Paul's  one  desire  through  his  suf¬ 
ferings  was  to  exalt  Christ.  There  are 
six  practical  lessons  we  can  learn  from 
Paul’s  experience:  “(1)  The  spiritual  is 
far  more  important  to  the  dedicated 
believer  than  the  physical.  (2)  God 
knows  how  to  balance  burdens  and 
blessings,  suffering  and  glorv.  (3)  Not 
all  sickness  is  caused  by  sin.  (4)  There 
is  something  worse  than  sickness  and 
that  is  sin;  and  the  worst  sin  of  all 
is  pride.  (5)  Physical  affliction  need 
not  be  a  barrier  to  effective  Christian 
service.  (6)  We  can  always  rest  in 
God's  Word."2 

Ministry  to  an  individual  with  long- 
issues  begins  with  prayer. 
Add  a  listening  ear,  education  about 
the  illness,  an  awareness  of  long  term 
ne«ls,  and  encouragement  to  see  God's 
sufficient  grace. 

1  https://bible.org/seriespage/  mark 
-12-endurance-or-perservance-and 

patience,  by  J.  Hampton  Keathley,  III 

2  Be  Encouraged,  Commentary  on 
2  Corinthians  by  Warren  W  Wiersbe 
©1994 

3  http://www.homecominginaga- 
zine.com/article/he-giveth- more- 
grace/  by  Joy  Mackenzie 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church.  Madison. 
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Honor  Roll  of  Churches 

Each  January,  The  Baptist  Children  s 
Village  evaluates  the  cash  gifts  re¬ 
ceived  from  churches  during  the  previ¬ 
ous  twelve  months.  In  this  evaluation,  it  has 
become  customary  to  publish  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  giving  $1  POO  and  above  in 
descending  order  of  designated  cash  gifts. 
This  does  not  include  non-cash  gift  items  or 
volunteer  efforts  that  many  churches  contrib¬ 
ute.  This  analysis  has  become  know  as  the 
"Honor  Roll  of  Churches." 


Laudeniate  Bapnu  Association  $4,046  27 
tonpn  ®4plHt  Amookkui  14.000.00 

Neahoba  Baptia  Association  $3,99287 

Lincoln  84(41*  Association  $1,984  87 
Merio  Bapn*  Association  $3,957  25 

R^*kir;  “fPttw  A«w>ci»t»on  $3.932  99 
X  Tended  Mission  NetsvcrV  $3,926  28 
Norris  Central  84(4*1  Association  $3,919.47 
1  »47««  »5*I*  Assoc  usion  $3,860  75 
MBOeka  Baptia  Association  $3,860  52 
Leake  Bapria  Association  $3  800  oo 

Wad  River  Bapria  Allocution  S3.800  00 
CoMen  Triangle  Bapos  Asrot  $3,769  99 

Ntshoba  Baptia  Association  $3.724  55 

Ciariv  Bapria  Aasociarion  $1,713.10 

Urdon  County  Baptiff  Aiaociaoon  $3,665  76 
Union  Bapria  Association  $3.657  50 
Xemper  Bapn*  Auociation  $3.656  18 
Union  County  Bapria  Ataociation$3.65s  in 
Ciarfce  Bapria  Association  $3,648  14 
Bonknoc  CoufUy  BaptHt  Auoc  $1.619(Jli 

Htsnphroys  Baptia  Association  $1,61960 

Lincoln  Bapn*  Auociation  $3,588  26 

Wayne  B$pn*  Auociation  $3,568  48 

Webster  Apria  Auociation  $3,528  1 1 

Attala  Banna  Auociation  $3,510  97 

Newlon  Baptia  Auociation  $3.500  00 

Simplon  Baptia  Auociation  $3,500  00 

Metro  Baptia  Auociation  $3,465.00 

Gull  Coaa  Baptia  Auociation  $3,452  40 

Lee  Baptia  Auociation  $3,444  47 

Ciaike  Baptia  Auociation  $3,421.75 

Webaer  Baptia  Auociation  $3,420  00 

Laurence  Baptia  Auociation  $1,400  49 

Copiah  Baptia  Association  $3.385  11 

Leake  Baptia  Auociation  $3,346.00 

NLargr  $3.114  90 

Metro  Baptia  Auociation  $3,300.00 

iVrbaer  Baptia  Allocution  $3,280  08 

Gun  Coaa  Baptia  Auocianon  $3  270  18 

Calhoun  Baptia  Auociation  $1.264  50 

Lawrence  Baptia  Auociation  $3,263  59 

X  Tended  Miuron  Network  $3.219  04 

Golden  Triangle  Baptia  Auoc  $1,200  00 

Metro  Baptia  Auociation  $3,200  00 

“ike  Baptia  Auociation  $3,178.87 

.mcoln  Baptia  Aaaociation  $3.1 57  00 

Wry  Baptia  Auociation  $3.14126 

aolden  Triangle  Baptia  auoc  $3,064  50 

-alhoun  Baptia  Auociation  $3,063.00 

Vanen  Baptia  Auociation  $3,050.00 

Vinaon  Baptia  Auociation  $3.022  00 

•con  Baptia  Auociation  $1,000.00 

tymphieyi  Baptia  AuocUlion  $2,988  13 

Ucom  Baptia  Auociation  $2,906.85 


DtRoryLmt,  Executiv*  Director 


Metro  Bapn*  Auocuoon  $25816  21 
Marion  Baptnl  Allocution  $24,848  70 
Cov-leO  Davu  Baptia  Auoc  $21.74174 
Yaiabouha  Bapria  Auoc utkm  $20.005  00 
Simpum  Baptia  Association  $19.978  01 
Plena*!  Bapria  Association  $16.12904 
Alrom  Baptia  Auociation  $1564948 

Lauderdale  Baptia  Auocuoon  $14.62144 
Rankin  Baptia  Auociation  $14,030  00 

Luicohi  Bapnn  Aaoctfen  $13.66663 

Coptah  Baptia  Auociation  $11,094.45 

Aaala  Baptia  Aviation  J1 3.059  07 

IVny  Baptia  Aarocunon  $12,808.00 

Wayne  Baptia  Auotiaion  $12,718.76 

Lincoln  Baptia  Auociation  $12,300.00 

Wnaton  BapttUaAuociatlon  $12.00080 

FAentat  Baptia  Aasociauon  $1168085 

AtttlaB^JC^uociaion  JloillN 

Wry  Baptia  AuocuUon  $9,938.04 

Snnpay  Baptia  Auociation  $987480 

Metro  Baptia  Auociation  $9,848.43 

Lawrence  Baptia  Auociation  $9,340  33 

WryBapoa  Auociation  $9899  51 

Neihoba  Baptia  Auociation  $9.18583 

Metro  Baptia  Auociation  $8.19000 

Lauderdale  Baptia  Auocuoon  $8,337.41 

?net  Baptia  Allocution  $8.25666 

>ct»  BapOa  Auociation  $8138  00 

kmpeon  Bapn*  Auociation  $8,132  00 


Senunary  Bapria  Church 
Tint  Baptia  Church  Water  Valley 
Oak  Grove  Baptia  Church 
Tint  Baptia  Church  Bonneville 
fir*  Baptia  Chuech  Corinth 
Mkiwvnip  Baptia  Church 
Brandon  Bapn*  Church 
Fir*  Baptia  Church  Bronkhaven 
Fua  Baptia  Church  Ctyaal  5pr.net 
Fira  Baptia  Charch  Kotclutko 
Fira  Bapria  Church  Richtnn 
Trinity  Baptia  Church 
lopnaw  Baptia  Church 
Mcuphy  ( leek  Bapn*  church 
Gaston  Baptia  church 
Wiiliamiville  Baptia  Chtach 
Memorial  Bapnu  Church 
' — 1  Btmtia  Church 


Dry  Creek 
Fira  Bapria  dturch  lackscm  - 
Topeka  Bapria  Church 
I »*  Baptia  Church  Runnetaown 
lau  Philadelphia  Buna  ( lurch 
Fira  Baptia  Church  Raymond 
Pine  lore*  Bapria  church 


iiroei  Bapria  Aucculioo  $8.02896 

Muuuypi  Baptia  AuocUtroo  $7.954  40 

North  Ceraral  Bapria  Auocurion  $7,864  26 
MaoonBapriu  Auociation  $7,850  00 

Lauderdale  Baptia  Auticialion  $7,716.83 

Lee  Baptia  Auociation  $7,432.00 

Warren  Baptia  Autx  latioo  $7  277.67 

Muro  Baptia  Association  $7, 160.53 

WjQla  OA.ey  Bapria  Auocianon  $7  125  00 

CjrroU  Bjptxi  Auocutior  $7  066  30 

Newjon  BaptHt  AMociatun  $6  754  69 

SS33: 

WuronBapria  Auocuoon  $6210  20 

LMmnCousay  Bapria  As«iarion  $6,192  00 

M«$0«jJaBilla  Association  $6,100.00 

Merton  Bapria  Auociation  $6,062  69 

^•ePF-Mroc-ron  $m£S 

MitCOeha  Baptia  Aaaociation  $5,975  43 

Lee  Bapria  Auocurion  $5  940.00 

Taroo  Bapria  Aercx  Upon  $5.91980 

Adam.  Bapria  Auocurioo  $5.90000 

WtmenBaptltttaaocurion  15,800  on 

^"^peiaAuodanoo  $5.79600 


Trinity  Baptia  Church 
f  iia  Bapria  Church  Clinton 
Baptia  Church  Buetville 
Valden  Baptia  Church 

Fv*  Bapria  Church  Newton 
Syhroieiu  Bapria  Church 
Fka  Bapria  Church  Hulehuea 
Thraahei  Bum*  Church 


Franklin^ Bapria  Auociation  $2,752.00 

IWaCoumy  Bapria  AaaocUrion  $2.75000 
WebaerBaalJaAiaicijaon  $2.750  00 

W»ne  Baptia  AuocuUon  $2.750  00 
FUokm  Bapria  Auociarioo  $2,747  70 
C2“'.*4P"U  AuocUrioo  $2.732  45 
WmoBapthl  Association  $2,714.50 

Utiaan  Cuuty  BjptntAuocunan  $2  702  80 
CUtkeBBptutAuriciaOori  $2  689  87 
AltaUSaptia  Auociatioo  $2  67262 

CuBCoea  Bapria  Auocurion  $2,665.00 
Union  County  Bapnu  Auocijrioo  $2,638.15 
Lawieoce  Baptia  Auociarioo  $2610  36 
j°"»»ap«*  Assoctaslan  $2611.06 

naeoaoc  County  Baptia  Auoc  $2,608.46 
■enton-hopah  Bapria  Auocialion  $2,599  96 
Cov-WTOavh  Baptia  Aasnciallon  $2,595.04 
BMricunoo  52.594.44 

Watt  Rnet  Baptia  Auocialion  52  582  47 
kWhaer  Baptia  Auocialion  S2.S70  66 
Lincoln  Bapria  Auociation  $2,525  00 
Lee  Baptia  Auociation  $2  51 S  44 

Simpum  Bapria  Association  $2.507  57 
$2,507.26 

Neihoba  Bapria  Auooahun  $2,500.01) 
Lebanon  84410  Association  52. 500  00 
MevuBaptia  Association  $2.49787 

Goldul  Tnanglr  Bapria  Atstx  12.489  74 
camoll  Baptia  Association  $2,485.05 
NewtooBaptm  Asanciation  $2,437  48 
MvS-Oeha  Bapnu  Assoc  lation  52.422  25 
Calhoun  Baptist  Association  52  409  75 
Calhoun  Baptia  Association  $260000 

Wanton  Bapria  Aatociatioo  $2,400  00 
Union  Qnmty  Bapria  Aatocuhon  $2, 367  67 
IVrcl  River  Bapria  Auotialnio  $2.35146 

Lebanon  Bapria  Auociation  $2  120  00 
Wri-Ddu  Baptia  Auociation  $2.29677 

X- tended  Miscioo  Netwotk  52.291J1 

Noaubee  Bapria  AworUlum  51 ,  .190.00 

LeeBapu*  Asass-iatinn  $2,272.12 

Bapoa  Aamciarion  $2,271.41 

Wari  River  Bapria  AuDctataas  $2,254.35 

SSr  VP<1*  Muoccaton  $2.25037 
[S2Sy 12.219.26 
M^DehahapriaAusttutvin  $2.21580 

Wnpton  Bapria  AMociatkm  $2,22900 

ibaikey  luaqurcu  Baptnl  Auoc  $2,203  00 
LanoM  Baptia  Assoc  1  anon  $2  202  14 
hoctawiaimu  Assocuwon  $2  200  00 
Lebanon  Baptnl  Association  $2.200  00 
Senton-Tippah  Bapria  Ano.  isdnn  $2. 1 99  96 
L***”  Baptia  Association  $2  198  26 
optah  Raptiy  Association  $2  1 02  04 
Baptist  Asaor tation  $2,175  00 


Church 


LCHto  Baptrtf  Aoocuhon  $5.644  02 
SFwkey-issaquena  Baptia  Auoc  $5.68191 
Fbsd  Riser  Bapria  Aaeocianon  $5  500  1X1 
Pffbe  Bapria  Association  J5.49S.00 

'-wn  Bapria  Auoc  $5.115  00 
Cov-ltriDavn Bapria Auonatori  $5.11787 
°"l5' •AFUra  Awor  iarion  55.11 184 

1  hM  kasaw  Blpoa  Aseocurion  $5  180  16 

hicneniaptta  Association  55.122  70 

$<«<BapnaAsH>ciarian  $5,116  00 

MnlOeha  Baptnl  Auocurion  $5.072  91 

Cmcohi  Bataea  SeeociUton  $580004 

Adams  Bapria  Auociation  M8K83 

Laudeedale  Bapria  Aeeociarion  $4.882  00 

^Mgonsuyagw  Auocurion  $4  712  19 

'***’*  $4  601  11 

Warihiri  Bapria  Aesociatvvs  $4  580  1 3 

CUtke  Baptia  Association  $4  549  71 

^■oeapriaAuoo-ron  $4  540® 

**"i°e**  **!»"«  Asaocunon  $4,481.17 

Golden  Tiiangla  Baptnl  Auo.  $4.472  52 

Neshoba  BsprisI  Aaaociatioo  $4,449  63 

LuvrenceBjptnt  Auociation  $4  418  68 

Wayne  Baptia  Auociation  $4  418  00 

ncessm  Bapnu  Association  $4,345  18 

<Fwkey4auguena  Baptia  Aatoc  $4.316  61 

AAshmuon  Gnuney  Bapria  Aaw«  $4,310.00 
Jj^Coumy  Batant  Astra labon  $4,210  40 
*4827.08 

r.mtBapriaAuricarw"  $4.15196 

4uderdale  Bapria  Association  $4, 1 1 9  44 

-mpsoo  Bapri*  AaeOCsTOon  $4.116  2$ 

'Unon  naptiM  Anorution  $4  109  00 

Vimton  Baptiv  A»»ri*tion  $4,091  72 


Church  Sfonobu 

trow  Bjptiat  Chutoi 

Kick  Mill  BaptHt  Church 

StaHivtM* 

Duhlin  Baptnl  Church 
Innmar  Bapt.Uf  hurch 
^rteway  BaptHt  (  bun  h 

lira  Baptnl  Church  GteenvWe 
CaNary  Bapria  Osurch 
Menton  Bapria  Church 

Nodhctea  Bapria  Church 
North  Wlooru  Bapria  Chuch 
Church  Road  Bapria  Church 
Tylaraaroi  Baptia  Church 
BirWsnna  Bapria  Church 
Broadroooi  Bapria  Church 
Eattwsrod  Baptia  Church 
Mount  2km  Bapria  Church 

Mi*  Mill  Bapoa  Church 
OB  Silver  Cieek  Baptia  Church 
Caivary  Bapria  O.ach 
Hurley  Bapria  C  .•«* 

Deer  Creek  Be-  na  Church 
HoFUndale  Baptht  Church 
Fiia  Baptnl  Church  Setrin 
Fira  Bapria  Church  Louisville 
Branch  Bapria  Church 
Faith  Baptnl  Chtach 
Goodwaler  Baptia  Church 

'o,  worth  Bapnu  Church 
Shiioh  Bapria  Church 


229  First  fla 

2J0  tola  ft 

231  Cross* 

232  Bffw  i 

233  tnidU 

234  *  WooJrr 

235  Crow-dr 

236  PineG 

237  Horsesl 

230  Midw* 

239  While* 

240  Gakesv 

241  First  Ba 

242  Crane  < 

243  First  Ba 

244  Ellrttou 

245  First  Ba 

246  OccbU 

247  Oak  W 

240  Good  P 

249  Wahha 

250  Providi 

251  Marsh 

252  Short  C 

253  First  Ba 

254  Arbor  < 

255  first  Ba 

256  Shiloh 


First  Baptist  Chinch  Lumbemn 
tola  Baptist  Church 
Crossgates  Baptist  Church 
Berea  Baptist  Church 
Enid  Lake  Baptist  Church 
Wooimarket  Baptist  Church 
CrowderBaptist  Church 
Pine  Gdwe  Baptist  Church 
Horseshoe  Baptist  Church 
Midway  Baptist  Church 
Whitesand  Baptist  Chgn  h 
Gates ville  Baptist  Chun* 

First  Baptist  C%acf*  Mn»— rin 
Crane  Creek  Baptist  Chun  h 
First  Baptist  Church  Collinsville 
Elltstown  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Columbia 
Ocobl*  Baptist  Church 
Oak  Viewbaptist  Church 
Good  Hops  Baptist  Church 
Walthall  Baptist  Church 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
Mars  Hitt  Baptist  Church 
Short  Creek  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Amory 
Arbor  Grove  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Bay  St.  Louis 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church 


Umar  Baptist  Association 
Humphreys  Baptist  Assort* 
Rankin  Baptist  Association 


Shiloh  baptist  Church 
NorthsRfc  Baptist  Church 
Oak  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Union  Baptist  Church 
Easts**  Baptist  Church 
Gahary  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Buckatunna 
Arkabutia  Baptist  C  hun  h 
Friendship  Baptist  Church 
TtshominQD  Baptist  Church 
Gum  Grove  Baptist  (  hur<  6 
Union  Baptist  Church 
Rrst  Baptist  Church  Grenada 
Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Church 
French  Camp  Baptist  Church 
Standing  Pine  Baptist  Church 
Tusc  umbra  Baptist  Church 
West  Ripley  Baptist  Chun* 
Kennedy  Springs  Baptist  C  hurch 
Carr iap#  hulls  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Coldwater 
Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church 


_ i  Baotiat  Church 

Main  Street  baptist  Church 
Macedonia  Baptist  Church 
West  Heiehts  Baptist  Chun* 
Cedar  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Scotland  Baptist  Church 
Premia*  Baptist  Church 
Jacob's  Well  Inc - 
Shwqualak  Baptist  Church 
While  Oak  Baptist  CHurd  - 
Cornerstone  Baptist  Chu  ch 
Faith  Baptist  Church 
Unity  Baptist  Church 
(  host  Baptist  Church 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Desoto  HtthBapt*  Church 
Bethel  Baptist  Cnurch 
Flat  Top  Unity  Baptist  Church 
Tuscola  Baptist  Cnurch 
S.  loam  Baptist  Church 
Navi  lla  Baptist  Church 
Leof  threrlsptisl  Church 
Beulah  Baptist  Church 
Slurbs  Baptist  Church 
Pilgrim's  Rest  Bapthi  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Ptmboro 
Union  West  Baptist  Church 
Bogue  Chttto  Baptist  Church 


Crystal  Springs 


CoUimstlle 

Philadelphia 

Terry 

Louisville 

Walthall 

Ackerman 

Philadelphia 

Yazoo  City 

Amory 

Houston 

Bay  St  Louis 

Big  Creek 

LucedaJe 


Arkabutla 

Sturgis 

.  THhont*ngp 
Brook  haven 


Tupelo 
French  Camp 
Walnut  Grove 
Booneville 
Ripley 


Taylorsville 
Shaw 
Goodman 
Brook  haven 
fontotoc 

Columbia. 

Winona 


Lauderdale  Baptist  AMociation 
Union  County  Baptist  Ascociatioa 
Marion  Baptist  Association 
At-  Large 

Metro  Baptist  Association 
Winston  Baptist  Assoc  afion 
Webster  Baptist  Assoc  anon 
Chocvw  Baptist  Association 
Winstoi  Baptist  Association 
Yazoo  Brptvst  Association 
Monroe  Baptist  Association 
Chickasaw  Baptist  Assoc  ration 
GuH  Coast  Baptist  Association 
Calhoun  Baptist  Association 
Gecxge-Oeene  Baptist  Assoc 


Union  West  Baptist  Church 
Bogue  ChMto  Baptist  Church 
iVketl  Baptist  Oiurch 
Longview  ffekdgi  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Tern 
CauseyvtAeBaptM  Church 
Beler  Baptist  Church 
Society  HW  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Carthage 
Morrison  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church 
'Aha  Woods  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Tchuia 
Pnpe  Baptist  Church 
Bluff  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
Arlington  Baptist  Chun  h 
First  fcptiti  Chwch  Bude 
Oak  Dale  Baptist  Church 
Scooba  Bapto  Church 
Lonnth  Baptist  Church 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church 
Clading  Baptist  Church 
EXLo  Baptist  Church 
Calvarykapttit  Church 
Main  Street  Baptist  Church 
Meadowood  Baptlrt  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Bruce 
Antioch  Baptist  Church 
Philipp  Baptist  Otoch 
l  ante  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Church 
Longview  Baptist  Chun  h 
First  BaptistOiurch  Brooklyn 
Metros*  Baptist  Church 
Spring  HlHBantiM  Church 
Peasant  RMg*  Baptist  Church 
Wesson  Baptist  Church 
Sdoam  Baptist  Church 
West  McGomb  Baptist  Church 
New  Bethel  BaptistOiurch 
Good  Hope  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  f  Utsvilte 
Union  baptist  Church 
( rystai  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
New  liberty  Baptist  Church 
Roundaway  Baptist  Church 
Tase  Baptist  Church 
DeKalb  Baptist  Church 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Concord  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Cleveland 
Clifton  Baptist  Church 
Central  Baptist  Church 
Wellman  Baptist  Church 
Success  Baptist  Church 


Oxford 

EE.n’“0 
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Woodland 
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Pbpe 
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Kosciusko 

Bogue  Ch.tlo 


Hattiesburg 

Amory 

Bruce 

louin 


McGomb 
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Philadelphia 

Ellisville 

Rome 


McComb 
Bogue  Chirio 
Saucier 


Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association  $2,109.90 

North  Deha  Baptist  Association  $2.10)  40 

Pearl  River  Baptist  Association  $2.103  00 

Hoknes  Baptist  Association  $2.100  00 

Lauderdale  Baptist  Association  $2,070.06 

Cov-Jeff  Dsvh  Baptist  Assocation  $2,070  00 

Copiah  Baptist  Association  $2  060  04 

Chickasaw  Baptist  Association  $2,059  00 

Ptiari  River  Baptist  Assocation  $2,036  01 

lauderdate  Baotte  Association  $2,028  10 

Union  County  Baptist  Association  $2,025.00 

Marion  Baptist  Association  $2,005. 70 

At  large  $2.00000 

Metro  Baptist  Association  $2,000.00 

Winston  Baptist  Association  $2,000  00 

Webtier  Baptist  Assocation  $2,000  00 

Choctow  Baptist  Association  $2,00000 

Wtnsio-i  Baptist  Association  $2,000.00 

Yazoo  Biptwt  Association  $2,000.00 

Monroe  Baptist  Association  $1.999  90 

Chickasaw  Baptist  Association  $1,995.00 

GuH  Coast  Baptist  Association  $1.992  41 

Calhoun  Baptist  Assocation  $1.962  56 
George-Grsene  Baptist  Assoc  $1,960.77 
Pren»«  Baptist  Association  $1 ,959 J7 

Smith  County  Baptist  Association  $1,950-62 
Rankin  Baptist  Assocation  $  1 ,949.00 
Alcom  Baptist  Association  $1.947  55 

Wayne  Baptist  Association  $1,945.00 

X  Tended  Mission  Network  $1,900.63  _ 

Golden  Tnangle  Baptist  Assoc  $1 ,900.00 
Tishomingo  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1 .900.00 
Lincoln  Baptist  Association  $1,086  50 

ffcnoia  County  Baptist  Association  $1,066  05 
North  Central  Baptist  Association  $1 .055  00 
Lee  Baptist  Association  $1,050.00 

Choctaw  Baptist  Association  $1,040.77 
Leake  B«*tst  Association  $1  039.59 

Prentiss  Baptist  Association  $1 ,037.00 

Benton- Tippah  Baptist  Association  $  1 .030  00 
Simpson  Baptist  Association  $1 .030.00 
X  Tended  Absuon  Network  $1,012.23 
X-Tended  Mission  Network  $1,00100 
Smith  County  Baptist  Association  $1 .000  00 
Mid-DekalMtist  Association  $1.799  66 
Holme*  Baptist  Association  $1,799  20 

Lincoln  Baptist  Association  $1,795.1$ 

ftmtotoc  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1,795.06 
Marion  Baptist  Association  $1,779.62 

Montgomery  Baptist  Association  $1,776.08 
Cov-Jeff  Davis  Baptist  Association  $1.77342 
GuH  Com  Baptist  Association  $1,764  10 
Noxubee  Baptist  Assocation  $1,750.00 
Neshoba  Baptist  Association  $1,737  00 
FVioia  County  Baptist  Association  $1,722.27 
X-fendtid  Mmuon  Network  $1.716  29 
Pike  Baptist  Assocation  $1,704.43 

M*d-D«*a  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1700  00 
Manhaft  BMliat  Association  $1  700  00  / 

X-Ttoded  Mission  Network  $1,690.16 
Union  Couftiy  Baptist  Assocation  $1,602.52 
ftorf  River  Baptist  Association  $1,679.70 
Leake  Baptist  Association  $1 ,670.00 

Simpson  Baptist  Association  $1,669.34 
P,kr  Baptist  Assocation  $1.650  78 

Smith  County  Baptist  Association  $1  65S.00 
Newton  Baptist  Association  $1  655  00 
Golden  Triangle  Baptist  Assoc  $1  650.00 

Webster  Baptist  Association  $1 .640.00 

Catioun  Baptist  Assocation  $1  635  56 

Lafayette  Baptist  Association  $1,632.00 

Lincoln  Baptist  Association  $1,63100 
Rankin  Baptist  Association  $1,629  79 

X- fended  Mission  Network  $1,620.53 
Metro  Baptist  Association  $1.625  77 

Lauderdale  Baptist  Assocation  $1.61145 
Norih  Delta  Baptist  Association  $1.610  11 
Cov-Jeff  Daws  Baptist  Association  $1.610  00 
Lealue  Baptist  Association  $1,610  00 

MxhDeha  Baptist  Association  $1,600  20 
Owckasaw  Baptist  Assocation  $1 ,600  00 
Metro  Baptist  Association  $1,600  00 

Hoknes  Baptist  Association  $1,600  00 
Pknola  County  Baptist  Association  $1,600  00 
Kemper  Baptist  Association  $1.600  00 
Attala  Baptist  Association  $1,600.00 

Lincoln  Baptitt  Association  $1.502  00 

Franklin  Baptist  Association  $1,579  60 

Aontotoc  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1,575  60 
Kemper  Baptist  Association  $1.575  00 
Smith  County  Baptist  Association  $1.57$  00 
Yazoo  Baptist  Association  $1,570.00 

Mississippi  Baptist  Association  $1.565  72 
Nmpson  Baptist  Association  $1,563.51 

Newton  Baptist  Association  $1,563.43 

Lebanon  Baptist  Association  $1,563  30 

Monroe  Baptist  Association  $1.550  26 
Calhoun  Baptist  Association  $1.550  00 

Jasper  Baptist  Association  $1.550  00 

North  Central  Baptist  Association  $1,547  50 
Walthall  Baptist  Association  .  $1,545  00 
LaudodafeBaphtf  Assocation  $1.542  00 
Ibre-jioc  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1,537  00 
Lebanon  Bapttif  Association  $1.52979 

Yazoo  Baptist  Association  $1,576.00 

North  Central  Baptist  Association  $1,525  00 
Union  County  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1,51076 
C apish  Baptist  Association  $1.515  95 

Franklin  Baptist  Association  $1,501  10 

Pike  Baptist  Association  $1500  00 

Neshoba  Baptist  Assocation  $1.500  00 

Neshoba  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1.500  00 

Jones  Baptist  Association  $1.500  00 

Franklin  Baptist  Association  $1.500  00 

Walthall  Baptist  Association  $1.500  00 

Haw amba  Baptist  Association  $1500  00 
Scotf  Baptist  Association  $150000 

M«d-Detta  Baptist  Assoc  ation  $1500  00 
Alcom  Baptist  Association  $1,49000 

Kemper  Baptist  Assoc ation  $149000 
George-Greene  Baptist  Assoc  $1  465  62 
Yazoo  Baptist  Association  S'  46*>  00 

Mtd-Oeka  Baptist  Association  $1456  79 
Scott  Baptist  Assocation  $1  448  42 

Pike  Baptist  Association  $1  4)4  44 

Lincoln  Baptist  Association  Si  41 ' 66 

GuH  Coast  Baptist  Association  $1.41107 


Smith  County  Baptist  Association 
Newton  Baptist  Assocation 
Golden  Triangle  Baptist  A hoc 
Webster  Baptist  Association 
Catioun  Baptist  Association 
Lafayette  Baptist  Association 
Lincoln  Baptist  Association 
Rankin  Baptist  AaKiriation 
X  fended  Mission  Network 
Metro  Baptist  Association 
Lauderdale  Baptist  Association 
Norih  Delta  Baptist  Association 
Cov-leH  Daws  Baptist  Association 
Leake  Baptist  Association 
(Wd-Oatis  Baptist  Association 
Chickasaw  Baptist  Association 
Metro  Baptist  Association 
Holmes  Baptist  Assocation 
Pknola  County  Baptist  Assocatio 
Kemper  Baptist  Association 
Attala  Baptist  Association 
Lincoln  Baptist  Association 
Franklin  Baptist  Association 
Fkintotoc  County  Baptist  Assoc 


Simpaon  Baptist  Association 
Newson  Baptist  Association 
Lebanon  Baptist  Association 
Monroe  Baptist  Association 
Calhoun  Baptist  Association 


New  Prospect  Baptist  Church 
West  Union  Baptist  Church 
.Shiloh  Baptist  Church 
New  Prosped  Baptist  Church 
Glenfieid  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Flora 
Twin  Lakes  Baptist  Church  ' 
Parkway  Baptist  Church 
Union  Baptist  Church 
Galilee  Fint  Baptist  Church 
West  Jackson  Street  Church 
County  Line  Baptist  Church 
C  ahary  Baptist  Church 
Pilgrim's  Rest  Baptist  Church 
Pine  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Central  Baptist  Church 
Fnon  Baptist  Church 
Milkiest  Baptist  Church 
Roxie  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Of  we  Baptist  Church 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
Pulaslu  Baptist  Church 
f  irst  Baptist  Church  Louise 
(•eorgetinvn  Baptist  Church 
Rome  Baptist  Church 
Bethany  baptist  Church 
(  amp  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church 
Central  Grove  Baptist  Chinch 
Wheeler  Grove  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Belmont 
Bums  Baptist  Church 
Autumn  Rkfee  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Mapiola 
Big  Level  Baptist  Church 
Halhom  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Pngah  Baptist  Church 
Sunrise  Baptist  Church 
Enterprise  Baptist  Chexch 
first  baptist  Omrch  Collins 
Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Church 
South  Crossroads  Baptnr  Church 
Midway  Baptist  Church 
Oakland  Baptist  Church 
OkJtown  Baptist  Church 
Pilgrim's  Rest  Baptist  Church 
Hickory  Ridge  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Taylorsville 
Salem  BaptistOiurch 
Temple  Baptist  Church 
West  Salem  Baptist  Church 
Center  Hill  Baptist  Church 
first  Baptist  Church  Biloxi 
Immanuel  BJptist  Church 
Good  Hope  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Oioh 
Calvary  West  ftxnt  Baptist  Church 
New  Black  Jack  Baptist  Church 
Fnendsfap  Baptist  church 
Crossview  Baptist  Church 
County  line  Baptist  Church 
Leaf  Baptist  Church 
Parkview  Baptist  Church 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
LaMhaven  Baptist  Church 
East  Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
West  Study  Grose  Baptist  Church 
Broach* ay  Baptist  Church 
Beshel  Baptist  (  hurch 
Pheba  Baptist  Church 
Bogue  Chftlo  Baptist  Church 
Dry  Creek  Baptist  Chunh 
Hotly  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Tint  Baptist  Church  Mm  on 
Magnoha  Baptist  (  hurch 
New  Providence  Baptist  Church 
Pleasant  Ridge  Baptist  Church 
Duck  Hill  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  Corteevilte 
Water  Oak  Baptist  Church 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Duncan  Hill  Baptist  Church 
forts  Baptist  Church 
Mnak'sCfeek  Baptist  (  hurch 
ftrkway  Baptist  church 
Enterprise  Baptist  Church 
Barton  First  Baptist  Church 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Magee's  Creek  Baptist  Church 
New  Hope  Baptist  Church 
My  nek  Baptist  Church 
Hebron  Baptist  Church 
0r<xiksv«lle  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  FVarl 
Candler*  Chapel  Bipost  (hurch 
Mount  Nebo  Baptist  Church 
Mount  (alead  Baptist  Church 
Corinth  Baptist  Church 
New  Deshlehem  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Vernon  Baptist  (  hurch 
first  Baptist  Church  Marion 
Brush  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Salem  Baptist  Cnurch 
first  Baptist  Church  Holly  Springs 
Pea<  e  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church  McComb 
Sv*va  Rena  Baptist  Church 
Boulevard  BapriN  (  hurch 
Morgan  Ghaoei  Baptist  Church 
New  Salem. Buprm  Church 
i  list  Baptist  Church  Byram 
Birmingham  Baptist  Church 
Mrph/iriah  Baptist  Church 
Ncxth  C  armihon  Baptist  C  hurch 
Ecru  Baptist  (  hurch 
Antioch  Baptist  (hutch 
South  Louisville  Baptist  Chunh 
THwnpson  Baptist  Chun  h 
Conway  Baptist  Church 
Bemxt  Baptist  (  hurch 
Meadms  Grove  Baptist  Church 
first  Baptist  Church  fbflcvilte 
WoodviMe  Baptist  (  hurch 
New  Palestine  Baptist  Chunh 
Oak  Hitt  Baptist  Ovach 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Chunh 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
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Tishomingo  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1 ,410.00 
Pearl  River  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1,409.79 
Chickasaw  Baptist  Association  $1,408.30 
Lincoln  Baptist  Association  $1,400  31 
Gown  County  Baptist  Assocation  $  1 .400.00 
Metro  Baptist  Association  $1,30707 

Metro  Baptist  Association  $1,307  00 

Adams  Baptist  Assoc  iation  $1.302  00 

Pearl  River  Baptist  Assoc taiion  $1,300.56 
Mississippi  Baptist  Association  $  1  3  70.69 
Lee  Baptist  Association  $1,375.00 

Attala  Baptist  Assocation  $1,373.00 

Tishomingo  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1.37172 
Copiah  Baptist  Association  $1,371.00 
Benton Tippah  Baptist  Association  $1 .37072 
Metro  Baptist  Association  $1.363  24 

Winston  Baptist  Association  $1 .360  00 
Union  County  Baptist  Association* 1 , 160  00 
Franklin  Baptist  Association  $1.35571 
Mississippi  Baptist  Association  $1.354  00 
Lebanon  Baptist  Association  $1,354.00 
Scott  Baptist  Association  $1,347.39 

Humphreys  Baptist  Assoc  ation  $1 .344.00 
Copah  Baptist  Association  $1,341.70 
Mid- Deha  Baptist  Assoc atKm  $1,325  00 
Marshall  Baptist  Assocation  $1,322  56 
Lee  Baptist  Association  $1,318.70 

Mississippi  Baptist  Association  $1,316.20 
Monroe  baptist  Association  $1,305.00 
Alcorn  Baptist  Association  $1 . 300.00 

Tishomingo  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1,300.00 
Smith  County  Baptist  Association  $1,300.00 
Lamar  Baptist  Association  $1 .300GD 

Holme*  Baptist  Association  $1.300  00 
Pike  Baptrtt  Association  $1,296  37 

Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Assoc  iation  $1 .290  66 
Cov-Jefi  Davis  Baptist  Association  $1,290.00 
Choctaw  Baptist  Association  $  1 .207  36 
Leake  Baptist  Assocation  $1,270.00 

Clarke  Baptist  Association  $1 ,269.96 

Cov-teff  Davis  Baptist  Association  $  1 .266  37 
Newton  Baptist  Association  $1,263.00 
Tishomingo  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1,260.00 
Leake  Baptist  Association  $1.250  00 

Benton  Tippah  Baptist  Association  $1,245.60 
Calhoun  baptrtt  Association  $  1 ,244.00 
Calhoun  Baptist  Assocation  $1,236.73 
Rankin  Baptist  Assocation  $1,225  (X) 

Smith  County  Baptist  Assoc  lation  $  1 ,2 1 9.42 
Itawamba  Baptist  Assocation  $1,215.00 
Union  County  BaptNt  Association  $1,213.00 
George- Greene  Baptist  Assoc  $1,211.00 
Pontotoc  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1:200  23 
GuH  Coast  Baptist  Association  $1 .207  00 
Mid-Deka  B*Xhl  Association  $  1 , 200.00 
Perry  Baptist  Assocation  $1 .200.00 

Rankin  Baptist  Assocation  <1 .200.00 
Lamar  Baptist  Assocation  $1.200  00 

Golden  Triangle  Baptist  Assoc  $1,200.00. 
Neshoba  Baptist  Assocation  $1 .200.00 
Lincoln  Baptist  Assocation  $1.200  00 

Rankin  Baptist  Association  $1,200.00 

Copah  Baptist  Association  $1.200  00 
(jeorge- Greene  Baptist  Assoc  $1  200  00 
Washington  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1,200  00 
Scott  Baptist  Assocation  $1 ,200.00 

Lincoln  Baptist  Association  $1,20000 
Clarke  Baptist  Assocation  $  1.200.00 

Clarke  Baptist  Assoc  iation  $1,200.00 

Wayne  Baptist  Assocation  $  1 ,200.00 

X  Tended  Mission  Network  $  1 ,200.00 
Mississippi  Baptist  Association  $1 ,200  00 
(<oidm  Triangle  Bapiisf  Assoc  $1,200  00 
Pike  Baptist  Assocation  $  1 .200  00 

Benton  Tippah  Baptist  Assocation  $1  200 00 
Marion  Baptist  Assoc  lation  $1 , 1 94  12 

Noxubee  Baptist  Association  $1,165.00 
Jones  Baptist  Assocation  $  1  1 62  00 

Calhoun  Baptist  Assocation  $1,160  00 

(  alhoun  Baptist  Association  $1,149.25 

Montgomery  Baptist  Assoc  latRjn  $1,14172 
Yalabousha  Baptist  Association  $1,1)0  00 
Wayne  Baptist  Assocation  $1.120  94 

Marshall  Baptist  Assocation  $1,120.03 

Calhoun  Baptist  Assocation  $1,100.00 

Fbntotot  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1.1 00  00 
L  incuin  Baptist  Assoc  iation  $  1 . 1 00. 00 

X- Tended  Mission  Network  $1,100.00 
Mississippi  Baptist  Association  $  1 ,099  96 
Marshall  Baptrtt  Assoc  otion  $  1  097  00 
l  auderdale  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1,096.00 
Walthall  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $  1 ,002 .2  5 

(  ov  led  Davis  Baptist  Association  $1,000  00 
Jones  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1,070.52 

Mississippi  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $  1 .07  )  52 
Noxubee  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $  1 ,070  1 2 
Rankin  Baptist  Association  $1,059.00 

Prentiss  BaptHt  Association  $1,054.60 
lasper  Baptist  Asscx  otion  $1.054  05 

L  auderdale  Baptist  Assocation  $1.05)  00 
l  rake  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1 .05000 

Simpson  Baptist  Association  $  1 .050.00 
Golden  Triangle  Baptist  Assoc  $  1 ,045.00 
I  auderdale  Baptrtt  Association  $1,042  96 
Akom  Baptist  Association  $ 1 .040  00 


South  County  Baptist  Association  $1,039  28 
Marshall  Baptist  Association  $  1  036  00 
CjoH  C oast  Baptist  Asscx  lation  $1.0)3  24 
Pike  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1 .032  24 

Yalabousha  Baptist  Association  $1.01  S  (Ml 
X  - Tended  Mission  Network  $1,010  00 
( a  4den  Triangle  Baptist  Assoc  $1.009  02 
( .olden  Triangle  8apt»st  Asscx  $  I  006  V I 
Metro  Baptist  Assoc  at  ion  $ »  000  00 

lee  Baptist  Association  $1,000  00 

(  larke  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $  1  000  00 

Cam>H  Baptist  Association  $ !  .000  (X) 

fbntotoc  County  Baptist  Assoc  $1 .000  (Xi 
Itawamba  Baptist  Asvx  Orion  $  1  000  00 
Winston  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $  1  000  OO 

Mississippi  Baptist  Axv*  atinn  $1 ,000  OO 
L  rake  Baptist  Assocation  $1.000  00 

Md  Delta  Baptist  Association  $  1 ,000  00 
Rankin  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1,000.00 

Smith  County  Baptist  Asuw  latxm  $  1  OOO  (X) 
Mississippi  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $  1  000  rgi 
FVari  River  Baptist  Assoc  otion  $1 ,000  00 
lAintotoc  County  Baptist  Assoc  $  1  000  <X> 
Benton  Tippah  Baptist  Asscx  oIhxi  $  1 ,  (XX)  (X) 
( .olden  Triangle  Baptist  4s«x  $1,000  (X) 


Survey:  church  still  top  choice  on  game  day 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
raporta)  .—  Moot  American 
churchgoers  would  rather  at¬ 
tend  church  than  watch  their  fa¬ 
vorite  football  team,  a  LifeWay 

Research  study  shows,  but  a  few 
die-hard  fans  are  willing  to  miss 
out  on  worship. 

Researchers  found  most  of 
the  faithful  balk  at  skipping 
church  for  football.  Eighty- 
three  percent  disagree  with 
the  statement:  'I  would  skip  a 
weekly  worship  service  in  or¬ 
der  to  watch  my  favorite  foot¬ 
ball  team."  Fifteen  percent 
of  those  surveyed  said  they' d 
skip  church  in  order  to  watch 
their  favorite  football  team, 
according  to  the  survey  of  994 
churchgoers. 

Many  worshipers  had  par¬ 
ticularly  strong  feelings. 
Sixty-eight  percent  strongly 
disagreed.  “Most  churchgoers 
put  divine  revelation  ahead  of 
division  rivalries,’  said  Scott 
McConnell,  vice-president 
of  Nashville-based  LifeWay 
Research. 

Some  churchgoers,  though, 
'are  more  devoted  to  their 
team,  especially  when  the 
team  is  doing  well.  Two  years 
ago,  Daniel  Espy,  pastor  of 
Tie  Bridge  Church  in  Sno¬ 
homish,  Wash.,  hosted  a  spe¬ 
cial  8  a.m.  service  in  order  to 
accommodate  Seahawks  fans, 
whose  team  had  found  success 
after  years  of  struggling. 

The  early  service  started  as 
a  joke  on  the  church's  Face- 
book  page.  Espy  joked  that 
all  churches  in  Seattle  should 
hold  early  services  so  fans 
could  worship  and  then  watch 
a  playoff  game.  The  idea  took 
oft  and  eventually  landed  the 
church  on  the  front  page  of  the 
local  newspaper. 

These  (fays,  The  Bridge  has 
two  services,  making  it  easier 
for  church  members  to  worship 
before  games.  However,  atten¬ 
dance  still  goes  down  when  the 
Seahawks  nave  an  early  game. 
“Attendance  can  swing  about 
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'Most  churchgoers  put  divine  revelation  ahead 
of  division  rivalries." 

Scott  McConnell 
view-president  of  UfaMtey  Howe  arch 


30-40%,  depending  on  kickoff," 

%e  Seahawks  will  defend  their 
2014  National  Football  League 
championship  title  on  Feb.  1  in 
the  Super  Bowl  against  the  New 
England  Patriots,  who  are  vying 
for  their  fourth  championship  ti¬ 
tle.  The  game  will  be  played  at  the 
6^400-fleal  University  of  Phoe¬ 
nix  stadium  in  Glendale,  Az. 

LifeWay  Research  found 
faithful  football  fens  in  the 
West  (22%)  are  more  willing  to 
skip  church  than  those  in  South 
(13%)  or  Northeast  (13%.) 


Churchgoers: 


Twenty-two  percent  of 
church-going  men  said  they’d 
skip  church  to  watch  football. 
That  drops  to  10%  for  women 
churchgoers.  Catholic  football 
fans  (20%)  are  more  willing 
to  skip  church  than  evangeli¬ 
cals  (12%). 

Espy  said  he’s  taken  a  good- 
natured  approach  to  those 
who  skip  church  to  watch  foot¬ 
ball.  He  notes  that  works  bet¬ 
ter  than  a  guilt  trip.  “Honestly, 
we  just  try  to  show  people  that 
Jesus  is  better  than  football,* 
he  said. 


!Y  would 


22% 


10% 


18-24! 

68  and  older 


Catholics 

Evangelicals 


22% 


11% 


20% 


12% 


22% 


13% 

13% 


LifoWayftMMrch.com 


»L»y 


Former  missionary  gets  two  years  in  jail  for  fraud 


RICHMOND.  Va.  (BP)  -  For¬ 
mer  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
ary  Brady  Nurse  has  been  sen¬ 
tenced  to  two  years  in  prison 
for  obtaining  nearly 
$300,000  in  mission 
funds  by  submitting 
fraudulent  expense 
reports  to  the  In¬ 
ternational  Mission 
Board  (IMB). 

Three  years  of  su¬ 
pervised  release  will 
follow  the  sentence, 
handed  down  Jan.  21 
by  U.S.  Eastern  Dis¬ 
trict  (Virginia)  Judge 
James  R.  Spencer. 

Nurse,  ■  38-year-old  resident 
of  Bothell,  Wa..  pled  guilty  Oct. 
21  to  obtaining  the  funds  in  fab¬ 
ricated  expenses  from  2008-13 
while  working  as  t  logistics  and 


business  coordinator  for  IMB 
in  Portugal.  He  resigned  from 
IMB  in  January  2014-  Nurse 
and  his  wife  Andrea  had  served 
as  IMB  missionaries 
since  March  2006. 

In  pleading  guilty. 
Nurse  signed  a  state¬ 
ment  acknowledging 
that  he: 

■  “routinely  altered" 
amounts  on  valid  docu¬ 
ments  and  invoices 
submitted  00  expense 
reports  to  increase  his 
reimbursement. 

■  “submitted  fraud¬ 
ulent,'  manufactured,  and/or 
duplicated  documentation’  on 
exrense  reports. 

■  “falsely  represented’ 
quotes  and  estimates  for  service 
from  vendors  as  services  actu¬ 


ally  provided,  rather  than  lower 
amounts  actually  charged. 

■  altered  documentation  as¬ 
sociated  with  household  ship¬ 
ping  charges  “to  obtain  addi¬ 
tional  benefit  from  an  increase 
shipping  allowance.* 

■  falsely  obtained  reim¬ 
bursement  for  non-reimburs- 
abie  expenses. 

After  his  resignation  aa  a 
missionary,  Nurse  continued  to 
seek  reimbursement  for  ’sus¬ 
pect  shipping  expenses  by  false 
statements  submitted  to  IMB 
through  interstate  emails,'  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  IMB  statement. 

He  also  received  nearly 
$21,000  in  additional  funds 
through  a  clerical  error  fay  the 
boards  benefits  department 
and  has  yet  to  return  those 
funds,  IMB  reported. 


IMB  became  aware  in  Janu¬ 
ary  2014  of  ’suspicious  trans¬ 
actions’  by  Nurse  related  to 
shipping  of  household  items 
from  Portugal  to  the  United 
States,  according  to  court  doc¬ 
uments.  IMB'a  internal  audit 
staff  began  a  full-scale  review 
of  Nurse's  reimbursement  re¬ 
quests,  comparing  them  with 
original  documents  obtained 
from  Portugal.  f* 

Results  of  the  internal  review 
were  reported  to  the  FBI,  which 
beami  an  investigation. 

*We  are  deeply  grieved  that 
one  sent  out  to  proclaim  the 
free  gift  of  the  Gospel  would  vi¬ 
olate  the  sacred  trust  placed  in 
him  by  Southern  Baptists,’  IMB 
general  counsel  Derek  Gaubstz 
said  upon  Nurse's  guilty  plea  in 
October.  ‘IMB  believes  it  is  ap¬ 


propriate  that  Mr.  Nurse  face 
accountability  for  his  actions 
and  fully  supports  his  prosecu¬ 
tion  under  federal  law. 

’At  the  same  time,  IMB 
takes  no  Joy  in  that  prosecu¬ 
tion.  IMB  is  preying  for  Mr. 
Nurse  and  his  family  that  they 
would  experience  the  mercy  of 
God  in  a  fresh  way.’ 

Hie  mission  board  “takes  its 
role  as  a  steward  over  Southern 
Baptist  resources  given  for  mis¬ 
sions  very  seriously,’  Gsubatz 
said.  “While  both  (MB's  exter¬ 
nal  auditors  and  the  Evangelical 
Council  for  Financial  Account¬ 
ability  (ECFA)  have  indepen¬ 
dently  verified  that  IMB  has 
robust  anti-fraud  measures  in 
place,  IMB  will  be  seeking  their 
input  on  any  additional  mea¬ 
sures  they  would  recommend.’ 


